
French hold suspected IRA squad 

PARIS |R| — A suspected Irish Republican Army (IR.AI bomb squad 
apparently preparing to attack British targets in West Germany has been 
arrested in France, police said Monday. The two men and ww woman were 
seized at a toil on the motorway from Paris to Saarbruecken Friday as they 
tried to Oee from French agents. Police said the three, at least rwo of whom 
were of British nationality, were carrying raise identity papers. A tip-olT 
from British police who arrested a couple last week on a fmy in Northern 
Ireland led the French to an address in Paris at which they round 
detonators, bomb-timers, balaclava masks and boiler-suits. Police traced 
the three to a holiday cottage in eastern France and had been watching 
them when the suspects tried to escape to West Germany in a hired car with 
West German plates. Police sources said it appeared the IRA was using 
such hideouts in France as bases from which to hit British army of the 
Rhine units based in tbe Federal Republic. IRA guerrilla units have carried 
out a number of attacks on British military haves in West Germany. One 
British soldier was killed in an IRA bomb blast in Hanover Julv 2. 
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CUPIED JERUSALEM 
Codes) — Israeli soldiers 
nday blew up the homes of 
Palestinians as the occupied- 
st Bank and Gaza Strip 
3rved a general strike called 
jnderground uprising leaders 
protest harsh conditions in 
eli prisons.. 

bops and businesses were 
ed throughout the occupied 
itones, and public transport 
hajted. More than 8.600 
stin i a ns currently are in de¬ 
ion. 

hree Palestinians were shot '! 

wounded in dashes with \ 
eli soldiers in the occupied 
itories Monday, reports said.\ 
Iso Monday, the Palestinian 
ular Army distributed a leaf- 
iccusing Palestinian university 
lessor Sari Nusseibeh of tnis- 
g funds meant for the upris- 
The papular army, which has 
iches in a number of towns 
villages, stages marches and 
>rces strike calls and other 
inised activity.. 

The ‘warlord’ Sari Nusseibeh 
secretly left the country with 
help of the Zionist Shin Bet 
r it was discovered large sums 
money given to him to be 
ributed to the popular armies 
strike forces were *1051' on 
way," the leaflet said, 
he leaflet accused Nusseibeh 
failing io take part in .such', 
.sing activities asJttoae, throw-. 
and suggested he was col¬ 
lating with Israel, 
lusseibeh was named in recent 
eli court documents as a 
master of the uprising, se¬ 
nsible for distributing funds 
publishing some of the upris- 
literature. He - has never been 
rged. 

fiend's said Nusseibeh was 
■ehtly abroad on vacation aiid 
Id not be reached for com- 

it. , 

he homes were destroyed in 
a City’s Sbajaiya quarter af- 
the two youths were arrested 
allegedly killing an Israeli con- 
tor in the southern Israeli 
n of Gan Yavne. 

The two confessed to plan- 
* and carrying out the murder 
l a nationalist motive,” the 
iy said in a statement, 
ite two !6-year-okl youths, 
ted Yusef Rad wan Gundiah 
Mohammad Mahmud Ayed 
ndiya. also allegedly confes- 
to belonging to groups assod- . 

1 with Fateh, the army said, 
a least 20 people were said to. 
e lived in each house, and the 
ie of the explosions could be 
rd across Gaza City, reporters 
l. 

riday’s incident raised anti- 
ib emotions in tbe town, and 
ish residents gathered in the 
ets over the weekend chant- - 
“Death to the Arabs" and 
landing that Arab workers be 
ned from entering the com- 
nity. 

n abandoned house where 
tb workers often spent the 
it in Gan Yavne. was set 
ize overnight. No injuries 
e reported, and police said it 
arson. Israeli radio reported, 
dso Monday, Raeda Issa 
iiman, 15, from the Arab vU- 
; of Ezariya, was reported in 
ou 5 condition with a head 
iry she suffered when the car 
*hich was riding was hit by. 
ie$ and overturned. 
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The leaders of the seven main Western industrial nations, with EEC 
President Jacques Odors, left, in Paris at the weekend. The others, 
left to right, are: Italian Premier Ciriaco de Mila, British Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher, U.S. President George Bush, French 


President Francois Mitterrand, West German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl, Canadian Premier Brian Mirirooey and Japanese Prime 
Minister Sosufce Ono. 


Arab League welcomes G-7 support 


TUNIS (R) — The Arab League 
welcomed Monday the qualified 
support given by the world’s lead¬ 
ing industrialised countries — the 
Group of Seven (G-7) for con¬ 
vening an international Middle 
East peace conference.. 

A league statement said: “It is 
a positive step that the seven 
leaders favoured holding the in¬ 
ternational conference, even if 
their position was framed in 
terms which clearly show that 
some parties have their own con¬ 
cepts about the conference." 

“We hope it indicates the start 
of an.evolution in the U.S. stand 
-and it no doubt contains a warn¬ 
ing to Israel." it added. 

In talks during the economic 
summit in Paris- last week,--the. 
foreign ministers of Britain, 

. Canada, France, Italy, Japan, tbe 
. United States and West Germany 
. said they would support a confer- 
-encestthe tight fime-and tf it was- 
. .properly structured. 

Washington has not been en¬ 
thusiastic about the conference 


idea and has repeatedly added 
the “properly structured" pro¬ 
viso. 

A senior U.S. official said last 
week that Washington might take 
a closer look at the conference 
proposal if it proved impossible 
to move towards a Middle East 
settlement on the basis of Israel's 
proposal for elections in the occu¬ 
pied territories. 

PLO drops a hint 

A senior Palestinian official 
said the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) may call off 
its peace initiative if the super¬ 
powers adopted the Israeli Likud 
party's plan for settling the 
Palestinian, problem, the AI Itti- 
had newspaper reported 
Monday. . 

“If the international commun¬ 
ity, especially the superpowers 
-approved btnrpol iticaTpoixcy cal I- 
ing for Israeli withdrawal from 
the occupied territories, the 
establishment of Palestinian inde¬ 


pendent state and the right to 
self-determination, we shall pro¬ 
ceed." said Khaled Al Hassan. a 
member of the central committee 
of Fateh, the PLO’s mainstream 
faction. 

“But if we find that the Amer¬ 
ican and Soviet policies agreed to 
adopt the Israeli stand, making 
our policy and expression of no¬ 
thing, of course we would recon¬ 
sider our policy." he told the 
daily. 

Hassan said the current PLO 
stand was “based on strategy and 
not a tactic." 

The PLO peace initiative was 
launched last November. 

Israeli message 

Israeli Interior Minister Arye 
Deri was expected to be received 
by Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak during a visit to Cairo 
beginning Monday, Israel radio 
said. 

Deri, of the religious Shas par- 


Fresh blast in Mecca; no damage 


RIYADH (Agencies) — A 
bomb exploded in Mecca Mon¬ 
day, and sources said the Wasr, 
the third in Islam's holiest city 
in one week, caused no casual¬ 
ties or damage. .. 

An official security source, 
in a statement carried by 
Riyadh Radio, said .a blast 
occurred after. 1 ami. (2200 
GMT Sunday) in an uninha¬ 
bited area on Mount Qubais, 
near , the Grand M6sque. 

He described the explosion 
as “small." and said that secur¬ 
ity authorities have launched 
an investigation into the inci¬ 


dent. - 

The report did not say what 
caused the blast, but other 
sources, speaking on condition 
of anonymity, said it was a 
bomb. 

they said it was crude device, 
similar to the two that ex¬ 
ploded last. Monday, one on a 
road, leading to the Grand 
Mosque and another on an 
overpass. Such bombs,, they 
added, are designed to cause 
loud bangs but little damage. 

The two explosions last 
week killed a Pakistani pilgrim 
and wounded 16 other wor¬ 


shippers at the height of the 
pilgrimage season. They went 
off early in the night, while 
pilgrims still were awake, 
offering prayers or visiting the 
Kaaba, the holy shrine within 
the Grand Mosque. 

Some two million Muslims 
gathered in Mecca, birthplace 
of the Prophet Mohammad, 
for this year's pilgrimage, 
which culminated Thursday 
with *Eid Ai Adha. 

On Monday, hundreds of 
thousands of pilgrims still were 
in the Holy City awaiting re¬ 
turn flights home. 


Saudi authorities made no 
accusations after last week’s 
explosions, but there has been 
speculation Iran was behind 
them. 

No arrests have been made, 
but sources say several people 
have been questioned. 

Iran boycotted this year’s 
pilgrimage to protest a quota 
system imposed by Saudi Ara¬ 
bia. It was the second year that 
Iran has stayed away from Haj. 

Saudi Arabia Saturday de¬ 
nied reports that it had 
arrested two people in connec¬ 
tion with last Monday's blasts. 


Moscow seeks to defuse mine strike 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — A 
member of the. ruling politburo 
met striking miners in the Sibe¬ 
rian city of Prokopyevsk Monday 
to try to end a dispute which has 
paralysed the Soviet Union's 
second-largest coalfield, a local 
official said. 

Nikolai Slyunkov, who beads a 
commission on social and econo¬ 
mic affairs, addressed crowds in 
the central square in Kemerovo 
before heading for Prokopyevsk, 
the centre of the week-old dis¬ 
pute in the Kuznetsky Basin 
(Kuzbass) region, -the official 
said. 

Prime Minister Nikolai Ryzh¬ 
kov said he and President Mikhail. 
Gorbachev had sent a personal 
appeal Sunday to strikers about 
what - has become the worst 
labour dispute to face the Soviet 
leader since he came to power in - 
1985. 

In a speech to the Soviet parlia¬ 


ment in Moscow, Viktor Medi- 
kov, a deputy from the region, 
described the situation as “ex¬ 
tremely serious" and urged the 
110,000 miners on strike to return 
to work. \ 

“Slyunkov is currently talking 
with members of the strike com¬ 
mittee and local authorities the 
local communist party official 
told Reuters from Prokopyevsk. 
“Practically all the mining towns 
in Kuzbass are all on strike 
today.’’ 

In Mezhdurechensk. where a 
partial return to work was re¬ 
ported Friday, only a few mines 
were working Monday. 

As many as 100.000 miners in 
Kuzbass gathered Sunday and 
formed a regional strike commit¬ 
tee to press for greater economic 
autonomy from Moscow, said 
committee spokesman Valery 
Serdtsev. 

The first miners struck, last 


Tuesday. 

Tbe miners from Prokopyevsk 
joined with those from eight 
other towns in Kuzbass to form 
the strike committee. The chair¬ 
man of the committee was Yuri 
Rudolf, a striker from the Kalinin 
mine, said Serdtsev. 

The strike committee did not 
include representatives from 
municipal party and government 
bodies, but local authorities sup¬ 
port the job action, according to 
Serdtsev and published reports. 

The miners were divided over 
whether to extend the strike to 
other enterprises in the region 
and whether to stop delivery of 
rained coal to factories outside 
the region, according to Serdtsev 
and Pravda, the Communist Par¬ 
ty newspaper. 

“The strike committee in Pro¬ 
kopyevsk decided to stop the 
shipment of fuel to users, which 
will in turn affect the country's 


steel workers," Pravda said in a 
dispatch from the region. 

However, strikers from 
Kemerovo, the regional adminis¬ 
trative centre, wanted to continue 
to ship coal that bad already been 
mined. 

The strike has taken its toll on 
the region’s economy. 

Striking miners have urged 
other workers in the area to join 
the stoppage, with some 
apparently heeding the call. 

The government newspaper 
Izvestia said the effects of the 
stoppage were already being felt 
in industrial regions elsewhere. 

“Alarming telegrams are com¬ 
ing in from the Urals and the 
south of tbe Ukraine," Izvestia 
said. 

The strike began over had sup¬ 
plies of food and consumer goods 
and poor provision of social facili¬ 
ties, but the strikers' demands 
have since broadened. 


Soviet Abkhazia violence spreads, 14 dead 


OW (R) — Soviet army 
[niggling to restore order 
Black Sea resort city of 
ni acted as a buffer Mort¬ 
is tween crowds of rival 
ans and Abkhazians who 
1 over the weekend, killing 
ole. 

Hals said the unrest ui 
ni; the regional capital, of 
zia, had spread to almost 
district in the region, afl 
imous republic within 
Georgia, although there 
10 immediate reports of 
ies. 

;rc have been no further 
in Sukhum*, but army 
■e keeping crowds of Geoj- 
tnd Abkhazians apart in 
v '* Abkhazia radio and 


television chief Shamil Pjiia told 
Reuters by telephone. .. . 

Pilia said some incidents had 
been reported near the airport 
just outside Sukhumi and around 
■. the .towns of Gagra, Gudauta and 
Ocfaamchire. But be added, “We 
have no reports of any casual¬ 
ties." 

. .A journalist at the official 
Georgian news agency Griizin- 
fonn told Reuters three more 
people had died, of their injuries 
overnight, brining the. Total 
number of dead in the weekend 
dashes 10 i4- Four more were in 
a serious condition, be said/ . 

Pilia said all the victims were 
men andintiudedhoth Georgians 
and Abkhazians. He did not 
know if any -police: or Interior: 


Ministry troops were among the 
■dead. 

Earlier Monday, a Communist 
Party official in Sukhumi said the 
situation in .the region was de¬ 
teriorating, with troops and 
police unable to restore order. 

“People are arming them¬ 
selves. There are .not enough 
troops.— and that is not just in 
Sukhumi but all over the terri¬ 
tory,”- the official, clearly agi¬ 
tated,- told Reuters. 

The same official later said the 
situation appeared to have im¬ 
proved: Crowds had agreed to 
meet officials and had begun to 
drift way from Sukhumi’s main 
square, he said. 

The- violence follows long- 
• standing -tensions between- the 


two communities., with minority 
Abkhazians resisting what they 
see as linguistic and cultural 
domination by the Georgian 
majority. 

Abkhazian demands for seces¬ 
sion from Georgia were a major 
factor behind Georgian national¬ 
ist demonstrations in Tbilisi ur 
April. 

That incident diverted atten¬ 
tion from the Abkfaazi issue until 
last week, when Georgians 
announced plans to open a 
branch of Tbilisi university in 
Sukhumi, despite fierce objec¬ 
tions from the Abkhazians. 

Pilia said Georgian Communist 
Party chief Givi Gumbaridze, 
who arrived in Sukhumi Sunday 
from the Georgian capital, Tbil¬ 


isi, had gone to Ochamchire to try 
to calm down the latest trouble. 

“He spoke on television last 
night and promised to take every 
measure to normalise the situa¬ 
tion. But I think matters got 
worse with his arrival,” he said. 

The uurest is the latest in a 
spate of ethnic violence that has 
swept across the Soviet Union's 
southern republics in the past few 
months, from Transcaucasia 
across the Caspian Sea to Central 
Asia, leaving more than 200 peo¬ 
ple dead. 

Kremlin leader Mikhail Gor¬ 
bachev made a televirion appeal 
earlier this month for an end to 
the violence, which he said 
threatened to destroy the unity of 
the country. 


$80m IMF loan for Jordan 


ty, said, be would give Mubarak a 
message from Prime Minister Yit¬ 
zhak Shamir but gave no details 
of its contents. 

Rabbi Ovadia Yousef, a for¬ 
mer chief rabbi in Israel and 
former deputy chief rabbi in 
Egypt, will accompany Deri on 
visits to synagogues and Jewish 
cemetaries in Cairo. 

Deri said his visit would not 
focus on Shamir's election plan. 

“Clearly the initiative will 
come up but it's not the purpose 
of the visit,” Deri said. 

Egypt has criticised conditions 
imposed on Shamir's proposals 
by Likud. 

Israeli Foreign Minister Moshe 
Arens said he bad spoken twice 
by telephone to Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Esmat Abdul Meguid 
about tbe Israeli initiative. 

He told parliament's foreign 
affairs and defence committee 
that he assured Abdul Meguid 
the initiative was unchanged and 
the government remained corn- 
mined to it. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Interna¬ 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) 
has decided to grant Jordan a 
loan of nearly $80 million to 
help the Kingdom go ahead with 
its economic reform programme 
which was worked out jointly by 
the Jordanian government and 
tbe IMF board, according to an 
announcement here Monday. 

Tbe announcement said that 
the IMF board made the deci¬ 
sion daring a session held Julv 
14. 

It said the economic reform 
programme aims to create a 
suitable climate for the con¬ 
tinuation of the economic pro¬ 
cess and economic growth and 
to help Jordan attain monetary 
stability and improve its balance 
or payments. 

The statement said the IMF 
decision was as a major step 
towards helping Jordan normal¬ 
ise its dealings with its foreign 
creditors, including govern¬ 
ments. 

The IMF decision, the state¬ 
ment added, is a good indicator 


that the Jordanian economic re¬ 
form programme is liable and 
its application will help the 
country save sufficient amounts 
of foreign exchange between 
1989 and 1993 to pay for its 
imports and services. The new 
loan will help the govern meal 
bolster its fiscal budget and 
reduce tbe deficit in a gradual 
manner, the statement added. 

It said that the loan would 
help reduce the treasury's 
dependence on foreign assist¬ 
ance. 

According to the statement, a 
Jordanian delegation is now- in 
Paris to discuss with the Paris 
Club. Jordan's request to res¬ 
chedule its foreign debts. The 
delegation, which is led by Fi¬ 
nance Minister Basel Jardaneh. 
groups Minister of Planning 
Ziyad Fariz. Central Bank Gov¬ 
ernor (CBJI Mohammad Saved 
AI Nabufsi and Dr. Mishel Mar¬ 
io. the CBJ governor's deputy. 

Jardaneh was last month 
quoted as saying that plans to 
reschedule the Kingdom's fore¬ 


ign debt were going well and 
was optimistic that Jordan 
would gel favourable results. 

According to the statement, 
the Paris Club is expected to 
reach a deal with (he delegation 
for rescheduling loans due lo 
foreign governments in 1989 
and 1990. 

Before going to Paris. Jar¬ 
daneh and his team met in 
London with representatives of 
commercial hanks which had 
granted Jordan various loans. 
These hanks have set up a nego¬ 
tiating team to discuss the issue 
with the Jordanian government. 
Negotiations are now underway 
to reschedule the loans due lo 
these hanks in IW) and 1990. 
the official statement said. 

It said that a meeting between 
the Jordanian government and 
the foreign creditor hanks will 
be held next month to prepare a 
memorandum of understanding 
which provides the principles 
for organising the rescheduling 
process. 


Sharon calls for Arafat’s 
death before negotiations 


KATZRIN, occupied Golan 
Heights (Agencies) — Israel's In- 
dustiy Minuter Ariel Sharon cal¬ 
led on the government Monday 
to “eliminate" Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat as a necessary step 
towards launching negotiations 
with Palestinians. 

Speaking to reporters in this 
small town, Sharon renewed his 
demands for strong steps to end 
the 19-month Palestinan uprising. 

"The most important thing is to 
restore law and order, is to bring 
an end to 'terror and violence,’ ro 
what is called here the intifada, 
and to eliminate the heads of the... 
organisations and first of all Ara¬ 
fat," Sharon told reporters. 

“As long as that will not be 
done, I don't see any real possi¬ 
bility to arrive at peace or even to 
start a peace process." he said in 
remarks swiftly condemned by 
more dovish politicians. 

Labour Party cabinet minister 
Mordechai Gur, a former army 
chief of staff, warned: “It is a 
pretext for advancing towards 
war and we must be careful about 


Gur accused Sharon of "ex¬ 
traordinary audacity.” 

He noted that Sharon did not 
kill Arafat when Israeli forces 
were at the edges of Beirut in 
1982. “Sharon did not harm Ara¬ 
fat. did not eliminate terrorism, 
did not solve the Palestinian 
problem." Gur said. 

Israel bars contact with the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa¬ 
tion (PLO) despite Arafat's re¬ 
nunciation of terror and recogni¬ 
tion of Israel’s right to exist in 
December. 

Sharon's comments coincided 
with efforts by Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir to rescue an 
Israeli initiative from a govern¬ 
ment crisis. 

The burly Sharon, a former 
defence minister, headed a suc¬ 
cessful drive in Shamir's Likud 
Party this month to impose hard¬ 
line’conditions on the initiative, 
which is based on a proposal to 
hold Palestinian elections in the 
occupied territories. 

it was not Sharon's first threat 
against Arafat. On Jan. 28 he said 
on Israel Radio "there will be no 


pence as Irnig .i> Arafat 

A ol-vear-«»IJ retired general. 
Sharon is also a former defence 
minister who spearheaded 
Israel's 1982 invasion of 
Lebanon. 

He was forced out of the post 
in 1983 when an Israeli inquiry 
commission found him indirect!) 
responsible for the slayings of 
hundreds of Palestinians by 
Israeli-backed forces tn the Sabra 
and Shatillu refugee camps in 
Beirut. 

But recently Sharon has made 
a comeback. His most notable 
gain came when he forced Shamir 
to accept as Likud policy a list of 
preconditions to the prime minis¬ 
ter's election initiative. 

The conditions triggered a 
cabinet crisis when the Labour 
Party responded last week by the 
government it was made clear 
Likud’s hardline stance wa> not 
government policy. 

Sharon's latest call to "elimin¬ 
ate" Arafat was in answer to 
complaints from Defence Minis¬ 
ter Yitzhak Rabin over budeet 


Bush pledges better stealth 


East-West relations 


LEIDEN, Netherlands (Agen¬ 
cies) — U.S. President George 
Bush vowed Monday to support 
reform in Eastern Europe by 
improving his country's ties with 
tbe Soviet Union and declared “a 
new world lies within our reach." 

Bush, who last week made 
historic visits to Poland and Hun¬ 
gary to encourage fledgling poli¬ 
tical and economic reforms in the 
two communist countries, 
pledged to seek "an international 
dimate in which reform can suc¬ 
ceed.” 

“That is why America's rela¬ 
tions with the Soviet Union are so 
important. Improved relations 
with the USSR reduce pressure 
on the nations of Eastern Europe 
— especially those on the cutting 
edge of reform.” he said. 

Bush, in a speech in this Dutch 
town from where many of Amer¬ 
ica's 17th century pilgrim fathers 
sailed across the Atlantic for the 
new world, declared: "Today, as 
when the pilgrims left this city, a 
new world lies within our reach.” 

He hailed Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev's latest bid 
for economic cooperation with 
the West as “the larest example 
of the Soviets moving in our 
direction, coming our way.” 

Over the weekend, Gorbachev 
sent a letter to the economic 
summit in Paris of the seven 
major industrial democracies 
proposing closer economic ties 
between East and West. The let¬ 
ter was delivered to French Presi- 
dent Francois Mitterrand 
Saturday. 

Tradng the rebuilding of West¬ 
ern Europe from the rubble of 
World War II, Bush said: “The 
‘other Europe’ — the Europe 
behind the wall — endured four 
decades of privation and 
hardship, persecution and fear." 

“Today that ‘other Europe' is 
changing," he said. “The great 
wheel is moving once more. And 
our time, the exciting time in 
which we Jive, is a time of new 


hope — the hope that all of 
Europe can now know the freedom 
the Netherlands has known, that 
America has known, and that the 
West has known." 

The president received a stand¬ 
ing ovation at the end. 

Delivering his last major 
speech of his European trip. Bush 
spoke to an audience tn Pietr- 
skerk. a huge cathedral built 
around 1500 and the site of 
annual Thanksgiving observances 
by the sizeable American com¬ 
munity in the Netherlands. 

The president said that on his 
stops in Eastern Europe he heard 
"new voices full of new Jtope. 
Theirs were the faces of pilgrims 
on a journey, fixed on the hori¬ 
zon. on the new world coming 
into view. 

"And they know, as we do. 
that ultimately, whatever the 
odds, freedom will succeed." 

Bush delivered his address af¬ 
ter receiving a 21-gun salute at an 
airport arrival ceremony in Am¬ 
sterdam. and then attending a tea 
with Queen Beatrix at the Hague. 

The Netherlands, the first na¬ 
tion to establish ties with the new 
America in 1782. is a staunch 
North Atlantic Treaty Organisa¬ 
tion (NATO) ally that bravea 
fierce public opposition in 
agreeing to accept the basing of 
nuclear-tipped cruise missiles in 
1985. But the missiles were never 
deployed as a result of the 1987 
U.S.-Soviet treaty abolishing the 
medium-range weapons. 

Dutch politicians have de¬ 
scribed the Bush visit as a "pat on 
the back,” but the government 
has taken pains to deny that the 
trip has anything to do with its 
steadfastness on the missile 
issue. 

Bush also held talks at the 
parliament with Prime Minister 
Ruud Lubbers, whose centre- 
right coalition government col¬ 
lapsed in May and was thrown 
into a caretaker status pending 
elections Sept. 6. 


completes 

maiden 

flight 

PALMDALE. California (Agen 
cics) — With the Tuturc of one o 
the most controversial weapons 
programmes in C.S. history rid 
ing on its ••flying wing,” the B-. 
Stealth bomber completed its 
long-delayed maiden night 
Monday. 

The sleek, radar-evading air-! 
craft, a product of eight years o 
development and $23 billion o 
taxpayers’ money, .soared into 
the sky from a California desert 
runway to the cheers of about 
100 spectators gathered at an! 
air force facility. 

The bomber ianded safely at 
Edwards Air Force Base two' 
hours later. 

The B-2. designed to evade 
enemy radar, was arrayed with 
reflective material lo allow test 
personnel to keep track of the 
plane and its two pilots during 
the flight. 

The flight was seen as vital for 
the future of the bomber, whieh 
is already 18 months behind 
schedule. The U.S. air force is 
seeking congressional approval 
to buy 132 of the planes, the 
most expensive in history. 

A key congressional committee 
has voted to withhold further 
funding until tbe plane proves 
Iheir in the air. 

The Stealth bomber’s only 
previous flights have been on a 
computer flight simulation; air 
force and Northrop officials say 
no other aircraft has been tested 
more thoroughly without having 
been flown. 

“If Ibt plane doesn’t fly, the 
debate is over,” Senate Armed 
Services Committee Chairman 
Sam Nunn said Friday. 





























SLA shells 
PLO bases 

SIDON, Lebanon (AP) ~ 
Israeli-allied militiamen shelled 
Palestinian military positions in 
South Lebanon Monday and 
threatened to hit refugee camps 
if resistance fighters do not 
retreat from positions they ac¬ 
quired four months ago. 

Police said the South Leba¬ 
non Army (SLA) militia shelled 
the new positions in the hills of 
Baslaya, eight kilometres east 
of the port city of Sidon. No 
casualties were reported. 

Antoine Lahd, commander 
of the 2,500-strong SLA, 
threatened to shell Sidon’s re¬ 
fugee camps of Mieh Mieh and 
‘Ain A1 Hilweh if the guerrillas 
do not withdraw from Baslaya. 

The threat was reported by 
the SLA’s Voice -of the South 
radio station. No deadline was 
set. 

A police spokesman, who 
cannot be named under stand¬ 
ing rules, said Baslaya's hills 
command the road linking 
Sidon and the town of Jezzine 
on the northern tip of Israel's 
self-designated “security zone" 
in South Lebanon. 

Baslaya was con trolled by 
units of the Lebanese army 
under Michel Aoun. The regu- 



Resistance fighters fire at Israeli and South 
Lebanon Army positions in South Lebanon in a 
confrontation last week. Resistance attacks 


mounted by Palestinian as weO as Lebanese 
fighters are a regular occurrence in South 
Lebanon. 


lars withdrew after a meeting in 
February in Tunis between 
Aoun and Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) Chairman 


Yasser Arafat. 

PLO guerrillas punched out 
from “Ain Al Hilweh and Mieh 
Mieh and seized Baslaya after a 


confrontation between^ Aoun 
and Syrian-backed militiamen 
broke out in Beirut and its 
environs last March. 


Kabul seeks formal U.S. request for journalist’s release 


KABUL (AP) — The Afghan 
government said Monday it must 
have a formal letter from the 
U.S. government requesting the 
release of an American photo¬ 
grapher captured after entering 
the country with guerrillas. 

Tony O’Brien, who was on 
assignment for Tune-Life Inc., 
was arrested June 8 in Kabul at a 
hideout used by the U.S.-backed 
guerrillas who are trying to over¬ 
throw the Soviet-supported gov¬ 
ernment. 

Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Mohammad Nabi Amani said the 
Afghan government had derided 
in principle to release the 43- 
year-old photographer. “But we 


will need a letter from the Amer¬ 
ican government requesting us to 
release Mr. O'Brien." Amani 
said. “We hope the American 
consular officer who is in town is 
carrying such a letter, which 
should also authorise her as the 
representative of the American 
government.” 

Renny Smith from the U.S. 
embassy in New Delhi arrived in 
Kabul Sunday to oversee 
O’Brien’s release. 

Smith said she would prefer not 
to comment on the Afghan de¬ 
mand. 

‘T was told everything was ok. 
In fact, I have booked myself to 
return (to New Delhi) on Tues¬ 


day.” she said. 

Diplomatic sources, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, said 
the Afghan government appeared 
to be using O'Brien as a pawn in 
an effort to force the United 
States into issuing a statement 
that could be construed as recog¬ 
nising President Najibullah’s gov¬ 
ernment as legitimate. 

A French photographer and an 
Italian phoLojoumalist captured 
by government forces were freed 
last year, but only after their 
governments formally requested 
their release and dispatched 
senior officials to Kabul. 

The clemency pleas by the 


Israeli army, Palestinians battle 
for control of liberated’ village 


By Nicholas B. Tatra 

The AssociateD Press 

SAL FIT, Occupied Jerusalem 
— For nearly a year, Salfit was 
a “liberated” village. 

Palestinian flags fluttered 
from tight poles, Palestinian 
activists patrolled the streets, 
anti-Israeli slogans covered the 
walls and popular committees 
did the work of city hall. 

No longer. 

At dawn, on July 5, Israeli 
army troops stormed the West 
Bank village of 5,000. The 
troops reopened army-run gov¬ 
ernment offices, which had 
been attacked and burned by 
protesters in January. 

“This is a test case. We went 
in because Salfit had been por¬ 
trayed as a main centre of the 
intifada," said Colonel Udi. 

Udi, who identified himself 
only by first name under milit¬ 
ary custom, heads the army's 
“civil administration unit" in 
the area. 

He said be planned to reopen 
the village medical centre, re¬ 
connect telephones, restore 
postal and agricultural exten¬ 
sion services and get road con¬ 
struction restarted. 

“The first goal of the intifada 
leaders has been to cut the ties 
between the Israeli authorities 
and the people,” he said. 

“If the economic support to 
.thse people is greater, maybe 
they will be Jess radical to 
wards Israeli authorities. 

The Israeli officer said he 
hoped for a restoration of nor¬ 


mal life in Salfit as an example 
and influence on the smaller, 
neighbouring villages that look 
to the larger village for services. 

Since the start of the 19- 
month Palestinian uprising. Sal- 
.fit was largely ignored by the 
army. 

The village is only 30 
kilometres northwest of Jeru¬ 
salem. But it is located in rocky 
hills far from major highways 
and Jewish settlements, iso¬ 
lated at the end of a single, 
winding road. 

Then. Iasi January, Palesti¬ 
nians forced all government 
offices to close in Salfit. 

The activists put up their 
symbols of defiance: red, black, 
white and greeen flags in the 
town centre with a map of the 
would-be Palestinian state. 

Popular committees were 
organised by activists aligned 
with the Fateh faction of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa¬ 
tion. (PLO). Communist 
groups set up underground 
schools, medical services and 
street cleaning services. 

Salfit became a microcosm of 
the independent state that 
many Palestinians hope to 
achieve. 

“There is no higher voice 
than the voice of the intifada,” 
read one slogan scrawled on a 
wall that had been painted and 
repainted by the opposing 
sides. 

Rafaat, 29, a blacksmith on a 
main street, said there has been 
little resitance to the army 
takeover because about 200 


Palestinian activists fled into 
the surrounding countryside to 
avoid arrest. 

“We were liberated for a few 
months. But now there is more 
tension because at any moment 
a soldier can stop you or arrest 
you,” said Rafaat, who de¬ 
clined to give his full name for 
fear of reprisal. 

Signs of the protests are still 
visible. Burnt tyres and scor¬ 
ched stones partially block one 
■entrance to the village. 

Ahmad, a 25-year-old groc- 
. er. said soldiers patrol fre¬ 
quently, but that small acts of 
defiance continue. The pre¬ 
vious night, youths put up ab¬ 
out 100 flags, he said. 

A soldier guarding the new 
military encampment, flying 
the blue-and-white Israeli flag, 
disputed the claim. 

He said there were only two 
flags and that “the town is so 
quiet now that we go on patrol 
with just our berets and no 
helmets.” 

Meanwhile, about a dozen 
Palestinians gathered at the 
“civil administration” offices. 
One man said he wanted an 
entry permit to the West Bank 
for a relative who lives in Jor¬ 
dan. Another said he wanted a 
travel document to return to his 
job in the Arab Gulf. 

Yet another came to pick up 
his identification card, seized 
during a search-and-arrest raid. 
The man, head wound ban¬ 
daged, said he had been injured 
by the Israeli soldiers. 

All were kept waiting for 


hours, even though a reporter 
who entered the encampment 
found two army officers sitting 
alone in their offices. “Let 
them wait for a while,” said the 
guard with a shrug. 

Bassam Abu Maadi, a 37- 
year-old doctor, said Palesti¬ 
nian activists and the army were 
carefully watching each other to 
see what happens next. 

He said the rebellion would 
continue. 

“It will not stop in Salfit as 
long as the intifada continues 
elsewhere in the West Bank. It 
will not stop until there is some 
hope offered for the future,” 
Abu Naadi said. 

He said three Salfit residents 
bad been shot to death and 
about 50 wounded, and about 
250 detained at one time or 
another during the uprising. 

Abu Maadi said arbitrary ac¬ 
tions and collective punish¬ 
ments had left their residue of 
resentment against Israel. 

He recalled that after a Jew¬ 
ish settler was killed in the West 
Bank in early June, soldiers 
came to his house, broke tbe 
porch lights and smashed a 
front window. 

“I came downstairs and 
opened the door. An officer hit 
me in the face without warning 
or comment. He then ordered 
me to go to the school where 
everyone was being rounded 
up,” recalled Abu Maddi. 

“If I do something wrong, I 
will accept punishment. But 
this is punishing everyone.” 


Iraq says Iran not serious for 
peace, should not get arms 


French and Italian governments 
were widely publicised by Kabul 
as a show of official international 
recognition. 

The United States withdrew its 
ambassador from Kabul in pro¬ 
test after Soviet troops entered 
Afghanistan in 1979 to prop up a 
faltering Marxist government. 
The American embassy remained 
open, but with scaled-down op¬ 
erations. until it closed last Janu¬ 
ary in the final days of the Soviet 
withdrawal. 

Other major Western nations 
also closed their embassies, citing 
fears of rapidly deteriorating 
security after the Soviets left. 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein denounced Iran Monday for what he 
described as bad faith in peace talks and warned 
other countries not to sell it arms, saying this would 
encourage Tehran to launch an “adventure.” 


Speaking on the 21st 
anniversary of the coup which 
brought the Socialist Baath Party 
to power, Hussein said: “Giving 
Iran weapons, in any quantity or 
of any type...encourages fit) to... 
commit an adventure which 
threatens the regiorv's security 
and stability.” 

The Soviet Union, one of 
Iraq's main arms suppliers in the 
eight-year Gulf war which halted 
with a ceasefire last August, 
agreed last month to boost Iran's 
defence capabilities. It gave no 
details of the help it would give. 

Diplomats said Baghdad was 
angry at the rapprochement be-' 
tween Moscow and Tehran, 
which also included cooperation 
on industrial and energy proejets. 

Hussein said Iran's Islamic fun¬ 
damentalist rulers had “show no 
tangible readiness to enter into 
real.... negotiations to achieve a 
comprehensive and lasting 
peace.” 


Four rounds of U.N.-spon- 
sored peace talks between Iran 
and Iraq have made little head¬ 
way. Iran says Iraqi troops still 
occupy 2,600 square kilometres 
of its territory while Iraq says the 
border Sbatt Al Arab waterway, 
its outler to the Gulf, must first be 
deaxed of war debris. 

Hussein said Iraq sought last¬ 
ing peace and would reject any 
settlement that would “conse¬ 
crate tbe state of no war and no 
peace.” 

Hundreds of thousands of peo¬ 
ple were killed in.the war, which 
devastated the economies of both 
countries., 

Lebanon was “the most painful 
wound in the current Arab situa¬ 
tion," he said. 

In his 22-page address he ex¬ 
pressed “sincere support” for an 
Arab League committee trying, 
so far unsuccessfully, to mediate 
an end to the 14-year-old crisis in 
Lebanon. 



Saddam Hussein 

He praised the 19 -month-old 
Palestinian uprising in the occu¬ 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
and the recent formation of die 
Arab Cooperation Council, com¬ 
prising Iraq, Jordan, Egypt and 
North Yemen.. 

Turning to domestic issues, the 
Iraqi leader praised the 
flourishing military indusrriesand 
reconstruction projects launched 
in war-ravaged cities after the 
ceasefire halted the war with 
Iran. He cited in particular pro¬ 


Rafsanjani: No export of revolution 


NICOSIA (AP) — Parliament 
Speaker Hashemi Rafsanjani, 
who is likely to become Iran’s 
□ext president, says Tehran has 
no intention of exporting its fun¬ 
damentalist revolution, the offi¬ 
cial Islamic Republic News Agen¬ 
cy (IRNA) reported Sunday. 

The agency, monitored in 
Nicosia, quoted Rafsanjani as 
telling the radical Jomhuri Islami 
daily in an interview that Iran 
would continue to promote Islam 
but “this doesn’t mean interfer¬ 
ence in the affairs of others.” 

“We will also not seek hege- 
monism... we do not want to 
strain relations with the countries 
which would like to have healthy 
ties with us," he said in a wide- 
ranging interview published Sun¬ 
day. 

Rafsanjani's remarks indicated 
that Iran is anxious to allay fears 
it is committed to establishing 
Islamic regimes in other Muslim 
countries. 

“We believe peace and security 
should rule the region in order to 
make construction possible and 
should also strip foreign powers 
of pretexts for increased presence 
in tbe region," Rafsanjani said. 

Rafsanjani, considered the 
leader of Iran’s pragmatist faction 
in the power struggle between 
moderates and hardliners, is the 
overwhelming favourite in a pres- 



Hadiwni Rafsanjani 

idential election to be held July 
28. 

He is a close political ally of 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, also 
considered a moderate, who was 
elected as Iran's supreme leader 
after the death of Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini June 3. 

Rafsanjani said in the interview 
that Islam would remain a corner¬ 


stone in Tehran’5 policy-making 
but made it dear that promoting 
Islam was a matter of words, not 
action. 

“We will say our words to the 
world and its Muslims... among 
the duties the revolution has 
placed on our shoulders is to 
convey the divine message,” he 
said. 

He reiterated earlier state¬ 
ments that Iran would steer a 
political coarse that was “neither 
East nor West." 

“We will under no circumst¬ 
ances let the revolution be influ¬ 
enced by the demands of East 
and West,” he said. 

Rafsanjani also admitted Iran 
was critically short of technical 
experts and managers needed to 
develop tbe economy. Thousands 
of skilled Iranians have left the 
country and educational stan¬ 
dards have declined during the 
years of revolutionary fervor and 
the eight-year war with Iraq. 

“We particularly suffer from an 
acute shortage of researchers,” 
he said. “Our quantitative condi¬ 
tion is not good, and there are 
many talents being wasted due to 
the poor level of education." 

He noted that industries were 
running at only 30-40 per cent of 
capacity because of severe shor¬ 
tages of “materials, energy or 
parts.” 


jeets completed in the southern 
cities of Basra and Fao. which 
had been levelled in the war. 

He praised iheAtprisng, saying 
h underscored the T Arabs’ rejection 
ot “plots designed to lead our 
people to despair." 

lie said the ACC launched in 
February “reflects the awareness 
of plots being batched by powers 
harbouring iH-tetentiow coward 
our people.” 

On tbe military industries, be 
said: “Our defence capabilities 
have been boosted to the extent 
that will make our enemies think 
hard before launching any attack 
against us,” be said. 

Iraq is driving hard to budd up 
its own arms industry- ft is 

already building surface-to-sur¬ 
face missiles. T-72 tanks and artil¬ 
lery guns based on Soviet desigos. 

Although these largely involve 
assembling kits provided by the 
Soviets, the Iraqis are developing 
their own production Knes and 
eventually hope to manufacture 
domestically produced weapons. 

They arc negotiating with the 
Soviets, French and British to 
build combat aircraft under li¬ 
cence to build up their own aeros¬ 
pace industry. 

PLO complains 
to Washington 

TUNIS (R) — The Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
has protested to the Untied 
States over remarks by assis¬ 
tant secretary of state John 
Kefiy in which he said the 
U.S.-PLO dialogue bad accom¬ 
plished nothing. 

Kelly told a congressional 
hearing last week that nothing 
had been achieved in seven 
months of talks with the PLO 
and that the dialogue need not 
continue indefinitely. 

In a memorandum handed to 
UJL Ambassador Robert M* 
letieau in Tunis, the PLO said 
Kelly's testimony was “re¬ 
trogressive, Inconsistent and an 
attempt to interpret the PLO- 
American dialogue hi a way 
which conflicted with its origin¬ 
al purpose,” the PLO news 
agency WAFA said Monday. 

The PLO representative to 
Tunisia, Hakam BaJawi, gave 
PcBctreau the memorandum 
Saturday evening. 

Balawi rebuked Washington 
for failing to take a strong 
stand on Israeli attempts to 
suppress intifada, WAFA 
added. 

The United Stales has used 
its veto or abstained in a series 
of U.N. Security Council re¬ 
solutions criticising Israeli 
practices in the occupied terri¬ 
tories. 


Algerian National Assembly debates reforms 


ALGIERS (R) — Algeria's 
National Assembly has opened 
an extraordinary session to furth¬ 
er debate sweeping economic and 
political reforms launched after 
last October’s riots. 

Deputies were due to discuss a 
proposed new information code, 
a draft electoral law and joint 
venture legislation designed to 
attract foreign capital, an assem¬ 
bly official said. 

All are potential landmarks in 
Algeria's evolution since last 
October from a one-party social¬ 
ist state to a multi-party democra¬ 
cy with an increasingly liberal 
economy. 

Last year’s riots over de¬ 
teriorating economic conditions 
led President Chadli Benjedid to 
promise reforms enshrined in a 
new constitution adopted by re¬ 
ferendum last February. 

The 295-seat chamber con¬ 
vened an extraordinary summer 


session to complete discussion of 
reform laws begun during a three- 
month spring session that ended 
July 3. 

The information code is ex¬ 
pected to guarantee freedom of 
expression and some measure of 
autonomy to the country’s media 
which has been tightly controlled 
by the government and ruling 
National Liberation Front (FLN) 
since independence in 1962. 

Information Minister Moham¬ 
mad Ali Amar has said the law 
would allow political groups 
other than thfi FLN to set up their 
own newspapers. 

But FLN secretariat chief 
Abdul Hamid Mehri announced 
last month tbe country’s two 
largest circulation dailies, Al 
Chaab in Arabic and Al Moud- 
jahid in French, would remain 
under the FLN. 

The assembly has already 
adopted a law on political asso¬ 


ciations that sets ground rules for 
the creation of new parties. 

The draft electoral law prop¬ 
oses a modified form of winner- 
take-ail balloting tbat could be 
tested in local elections late this 
year. 

The draft joint venture law, if 
passed,“would for the first time 
allow foreign investors to. hold a 
majority share in partnerships 
with Algerian state enterprises. 

Algeria wants foreign invest¬ 
ment and credit to help it over¬ 
come a heavy foreign debt service 
and revive an economy badly hit 
by falling oil prices early in the 
1980s. 

r iimkmpnfnlt^ freed 


day. 

Miloud Ibrahimi, president of 
the Algerian human rights 
league, told Reuters they were 
freed by presidential decree on 
the occasion of 'Eid Al Adha. 

They were among about 70 
Islamic fundamentalists arrested 
in 1986 after a pitched battle with 
security forces. Their leader. 
Mostapha Bduali, was killed dur¬ 
ing the battle. 

Ibrahimi said the 50 to 60 
fundamentalists still in jail were 
the only prisoners of a political 
nature left in Algeria. 

Bouali's supporters were given 
sentences ranging from several 
years in prison to death, but the 
death sentences were never car¬ 
ried out. 


Algeria has freed 14 Islamic The 14 freed were among Lh 
fundamentalists convicted in 1987 with the tightest sentences, 
of attacks against the state, a hope the rest will also be free 
human rights activist said Sun- Ibrahimi said. 
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Soviet ballet troupe mesmerises audience in Jerash 


sLySSI jo 1983, we wanted .the public to 
ones Man writer know that we were stiB as good, 

.uuam . • , " ^en this, up faappCTedL' It-" 

^ estlfnaled 5.500 -distressed>U' of us a great deal. ' 
t*!?* 411 °° die mas- Such a thing has-not happened to 

of Jeras h's South us before.” 
for ® ver ^ hours this . . Although seme numbers of the 
uroay and Sunday mesmerised audience remarked that there was 
r e ^ ore them- The “something wrong abqirt the cos- 
spectacle before them - was of * tomes** and some* “noticed The • 
course a performance by the change in. the programme.’’ 
Leningrad company “Choreog- Others said they had “noticed 
rapine Miniatures,” one of the nothing, wrong" and. found the 


world's most famous' ballet 
theatre groups. 

Established in 1966, the com- 
.Pjny assumed the name of 
Choreographic Miniatures. The 


performance - ’‘wonderful-/ 
"great” and “exquisite.” 

Makarov commented that the 
moon, the fresh air and the Ro¬ 
man columns m. Jerash bad given 


companies director at the time 1. the troupe’s performance a spe- 
Yacobson introduced many (fifth- rial" touch of. romance, 
rent kinds of miniatures. The solo The audience at Jerash were 
and composition themes 'Yacob- -described as very-pleasant and 
son used were often taken from encouraging by die director and 
painters, sculptures and writers.' the dancers. “We felt the autfi- 
sueh as Rodin, Chagall and Blok. en °e was very sincere in their 
The programmes expanded-and reactions. They knew when- to 
today one of the groups, most stay sDeot or clap or laugh. We 
popular solo performances -is a felt our audience was quite ma- 
piece entitled ‘‘Sheherazade.’’ • tore and understood the art nf 
After receiving a ^very'warm bailet” said Petrova. 


welcome** in Jordan in 1983, 
when they gave seven perform¬ 
ances to packed houses at the 
Royal Cultural Centre, the 
iroupe was anxious to return to 
Jordan according to Ninel Petro¬ 
va, who is the troupe’s chief 
coach and a former prima baller¬ 
ina of the Kirov Ballet Company. 

Unfortunately for the audience 
at Jerash several pieces included 

ill the Original progr amm e, Had to 

be changed at the last moment 
due to a technical error — nearly 
all of the troupe's costumes were 
flown to Belgrade instead of 
Amman. 

Professor Askold Makarov, the 
troupe's artistic director for the 
past fifteen years, said that nearly 
half of the 43 dancers that came 
to Jerash could not perform be¬ 
cause of the costume incident. 

Larisa Volkova, the ballerina 
who was to dance the solo in 
Sheherazade, said that the dancers 
were very upset. “We had left 
such a good impression on Jordan 


Makarov was- especially 
pleased by the audiences reaction 
because “we know this is a con¬ 
servative Muslim society and I 
was pleased to see that the audi¬ 
ence respected and appreciated 
our art. It was really a great 
honour to perform in Jordan 
again.” 

The company has travelled 
around the world on tours, in¬ 
cluding Arab countries such as 
Iraq, Syria, Tunisia, Algeria and 
Morocco. Makarov feels howev¬ 
er, that since the presidency of 
Mikhail Gorbachev, the company 
along with all other Soviet institu¬ 
tions have enjoyed greater free¬ 
dom and better international re¬ 
lations on cultural as well as 
political levels. 

In the past there were many 
well publicised defections of 
famous Soviet performers which 
included top ballet dancers such 
as Mikhael Barishnikov and 
Rodulf Nuriev. According to Pet¬ 
rova “defections are no longer 


Touqan 
seconded 
to AACO 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Former 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) VicePresi-’ 
dent for Public Relations Munib 
Touqan has been- seconded, for 
nine months to the Arab, /dr 
Carriers Organisation (AACO) 
effective June 24, according to a 
news items published in the latest 
issue of RJ News received by the 
Jordan Times Monday. 

In his new position, Touqan 
will use his experience and exper¬ 
tise in strengthening the organisa¬ 
tion’s present operations, espe¬ 
cially in information and public 
relations among the Arab , car¬ 
riers. 


yjiv* “ --— 1 



Munib Touqan 


NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 


UAE PRESIDENT CABLES GOOD WISHES: United Arab 
Emirates President Sheikh Zayed Ibn Sujtan A1 Nahayyan Monday 
cabled good wishes to His Majesty King Hussein while his plane was 
flying in the Jordanian airspace. In his cable, he wished the King 
good health and the Jordanian people further progress and prosper¬ 
ity. (Petra) 

TAWJIHI RESULTS: Minister of Education Abdullah Nsour was 
quoted by the local press Monday as saying that the results of the 
Tawjihi examinations will be declared in the coming few days. The 
minister was also quoted as paying tribute to the teams of teachers 
who were involved in marking the papers and preparing the results. 
VISITORS TO SAUDI ARABIA: The Public Security Department 
has asked all Jordanian citizens planning to visit Saudi Arabia to 
attach photos of accompanying children to cards issued by the Civil 
Status and Passport Department so that they will not be forced to 
return from border posts. (Petra) 

FATAL INCIDENTS: On the second day of Eid Al Adha, which 
was Friday July 15, two 15-year-old boys drowned as they, were 
swimming'in the Wadi Al Arab reservoir in.Irbid Governorate. A 
report in Sawt Al Shaab daily also said that one man was killed when 
a pick-up truck overturned near Irbid during the Eid Al Adha 
holiday. Al Dus tour daily reported that 15 persons suffered from 
food poisoning m the Deir Alla area and were admitted to Salt 
Hospital for treatment in the past week. (Petra) 

NEW ROADS IN KOURA DISTRICT: A total of 49 kilometres of 
roads were opened in Koura district during the first half of 1989. The 
/uads opened will provide services to 30,000 dunums of arable lands. 
(Petra) 

NEW PARK IN AIN AL BASHA: A four-dunum public paric has 
been created at Ain Al Basha township at the cost of JD 15,000. 
(Petra) 

SOUTH MAZAR MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS: Preparations for 
the south Mazar municipal'elections are underway. The election 
committee Monday began - preparing lists of voters while the 
committee chairman urged concerned cirare to regiaer their names 
no later than August 6. The election is scheduled on Oct. 25. (Petra) 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advisedto verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 

exhibitions . . . _ 

* An exhibition oT posters which shmf the history-of puppets at 
the French Cultural Centre. - 

FILMS 

* A scientific fOnt entitled “The Story of Man’s Voyage to the 
Moon** at the American Centre — 7:00 p.m* 

* A German film entitled “The Bread of the Early Years”, at the 

Goethe Institute — 8:00 p.m>. . ; ; 



The famous Soviet ballet theatre company Choreographic Miniatures during a performance of 
Sheherazade 

necessary since Gorbachev came .guage of choreography... They 
into the presidency. Now if a speak the language of dance. At 


Soviet dancer wants to dance with 
a foreign ballet troupe all he has 
to do is sign a contract.” 

A well known Soviet ballet 
dancer Andreas Lee pa of the 
Bolshoi Ballet has signed a con¬ 
tract with an American ballet 
company and another AJtiaai 
Asilniuratova, from the Korov 
Ballet has signed a contract with a 
British company. 

Nuriev and Barishnikov are ex¬ 
pected to return to the Soviet 
Union this fall to perform in their 
homeland for the first time since 
the two dancers defected to the 
United States over a decade ago. 

Dancing with the Leningrad 
company is Vladimir Kim who 
won the first prize at the interna¬ 
tional ballet competition in Var- 
nau earlier this year. “I am proud 
of all my dancers, not only Kim, 
because he received the first 
prize, but all 43 of them. They are 
special. All of them are real, 
profound and very subtle profes¬ 
sionals. They are masters of diffe¬ 
rent styles and what is most im¬ 
portant, they can speak the lan- 


Jcrash I noticed dance needs no 
translation. It is a language 
understood by ail audiences. Bui 
only a really good dancer knows 
how to convey the message." said 
Makarov. 

According to Makarov the 
company is not to be called avant- 
guard, nor traditional but rather a 
bit of both. The group does “not 
stand still as a symbol of an 


undying beauty but responds to 
everything new without abandon¬ 
ing the past.”. 

The company will give per¬ 
formances at die Royal Cultural 
Centre on June 18 aiid 19 before 
returning home to Leningrad. 
The costumes which until Mon¬ 
day night were still in Cairo will 
hopefully arrive in time to help 
the Leningrad ballet company be¬ 
witch Jordanian audiences once 
again. 


Europe to continue 

i 

backing Jordan’s efforts 
to develop agriculture 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — The European Commun¬ 
ity (EC) countries will continue their support for 
Jordan’s endeavours to develop agriculture and 
attain self sufficiency in food production, the EC 
delegate in Amman, Christian Falkowski, said 
Monday. 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — The Euro¬ 
pean Community (EC) countries 
will continue their support for 
Jordan's endeavours to develop 
agriculture and attain self-suffi¬ 
ciency in food production, the EC 
delegate in Amman. Christian 
Falkowski. said Monday. 

Falkowski told the Jordan 
News Agency. Petra, that the EC 
is linked with Jordan through a 
number of agreements which 
took effect in 1977 aiming to 
expand cooperation between the 
two sides in economic, trade, 
financial, industrial and agricultu¬ 
ral fields. 

The EC delegate referred in 
particular to an agreement signed 
between the two sides last April 
and designed to help Jordan carry 
out soil survev and classification 
projects through a grant of four 
million European Currency Units 
tECU) nearly JD 2.35 million. 

He said that the agreement was 
pan of the EC’s drive to help deve¬ 
lop rural areas in Jordan and provi¬ 
de sufficient basic information about 


Expatriates start paying honour tax 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordanian ex¬ 
patriates were reported paying a 
$50 "honour tax” as endorsed by 
the fifth Jordanian expatriates 
conference earlier this month 
without awaiting an official gov¬ 
ernment law. according to 
Labour Minister Jamal Bdour. 

The minister said that the 
Ministry of Labour, which is tak¬ 
ing charge of the contributions is 
referring the collected sums to 
the Central Bank of Jordan. 

So far, the minister noted, the 
expatriates have transferred 


$1,400. and 1U0 Saudi Rivals 
which, he said, came from ex¬ 
patriates living in the Gulf coun¬ 
tries and Australia. 

The fifth Jordanian conference 
decided on a set of measures to 
help Jordan through its present 
difficult economic situation. 

Apart from the $50 honour tax. 
the expatriates decided that each 
one of them should transfer a 
minimum of $100 to their own 
accounts in the Kingdom on a 
monthly basis. 


They also derided to establish 
Jordan's first private university 
with a capital of JD 10 million, to 
be raised mainly by Jordanian 
expatriates and Gulf Arabs. 

Resolutions issued ar the fifth 
conference suggested that Jorda¬ 
nian expatriates whose children 
ariend Jordanian universities or 
community colleges should pav 
their fees in foreign currency and 
transfer a minimum of S10U for 
each of their children's residence 
fees on a monthly basis. 


Supply Ministry to have 
more say in market control 

AMMAN (J.T.) -r- TTie govern- --found several- tonnes of consumer 
ment is working on amendments goods and basic foodstuffs of 


to the supply law designed to 
grant the Ministry of Supply 
wider authority to control the 
local market and to refer violat¬ 
ing merchants to court. Minister 
of Interior Salem Masaadeb was 
quoted as saying Monday. 

At the same time, the minister 
said in a statement published by 
Al Dustour Arabic newspaper, 
the police and Ministry of Supply 
teams will follow up a search 
campaign throughout the country 
in a bid to flush out all hidden 
food supplies in violation of the 
Ministry of Supply regulations. 

The minister, who was com¬ 
menting on the arrest of 110 
merchants found to have violated 
the supply iaw, said that their 
trial by the military court is now 
underway. 

The merchants were 
apprehended shortly before the 
'Eid Al Adha feast following 
raids by police and supply offi¬ 
cials on warehouses where they 


which there was a severe shortage 
in the local markets. 

According to Masaadeh, se¬ 
vere punishment will be imposed 
on those who try to manipulate 
prices and on profiteers. 

The report said that Masaadeh 
chaired a meeting during the past 
week to discuss, amendments to 
the supply law and quoted Minis¬ 
ter of Supply Ibrahim Ayoub.- 
who attended the meeting, as 
saying that the majority of mer¬ 
chants were strictly abiding by the 
law and that only a limited num¬ 
ber of merchants and ordinary 
citizens were involved in a num¬ 
ber of supply violations. 

Ayoub said that the campaign 
to flush out the consumer goods 
stored in warehouses will con¬ 
tinue. He noted however that the 
country has foodstuffs sufficient 
for nine months, and there was 
no need for the public to hoard 
any commodities. 

According to the minister of 




Salem Masaadeh 

supply, the ministry is currently 
establishing a plant at Jweideh 
south of here to cut and pack in 
plastic and nylon bags various 
sizes and weights of frozen meat 
imported from New Zealand. 

This meat, he noted, will be 
sold to the public through 100 
centres around the country, the 
minister added. 

Referring to poultry meat, the 
minister said that Supply Ministry 
warehouses contain large 
amounts qf imported poultry 


Ibrahim Ayoub 

meat which will be sold in the 
local market when there is a 
shortage of locally produced 
poultry meat. 

In the coming week. Ayoub 
noted, the Ministry of Supply will 
announce a tender for the im¬ 
portation of 3,000 tonnes of 
frozen poultry meat. In the mean¬ 
time, he said, the ministry is 
helping the local poultry farms to 
promote their production by pro¬ 
viding animal feed and bran at 
subsidised prices. 


Argentinians tango nights away at Jerash 




c, 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

-Jordan Times Staff Writer 

AMMAN — Argentina's first 
participation at the annual Jerash 
Festival was a tremendous suc¬ 
cess according to audiences who 
attended the Siir Tango Groups 
performance on July 15 and 16. 
The group, composed of ten dan¬ 
cers and musicians, gave two- 
hour. performances to audiences 
that averaged 1,500 people each 
night. 

The groups founder Jorge 
Aravena is an Argentinian who 
has lived-in West Berlin for the 
last five years. Along with Bemd. 
Madus, the groups - principle 
musician, Aravena formed the 
group in 1984. 

The tango dance, song and 
music have both Argentinian and 
German origins. The tango 
musical instrument, the ban do- 
neon, was invented in 1864', by 
the German Heinrich Band, from 
whom the instrument takes its 
name. 

Hie tamp dance evolved in the 
1880's in Buenos Aires where the 
Spanish tango merged with the 
‘milonga,’ a fast sensual Argenti¬ 


nian dance, which was also influ¬ 
enced by the Cuban ‘habanera' 
dance. 

In the early years of this cen¬ 
tury an Italian travelled to Argen¬ 
tina taking the bandoneon with 
him and thus the instrument was 
introduced to the dance. 


By 1915 -the tango became a 
craze in fashionable circles in 
Europe after the first tango music 
was written by reputable compos¬ 
ers in 1910. 

The first tango music was spi¬ 
rited and gay but by the 1920's 
the lyrics “became melancholic. 



Jorge Aravena daring one of his perfn- -xizees 


The tango step likewise evolved 
from early exuberant steps to 
smoother ballroom steps. 

According to Aravena "we 
have made the music and songs 
contemporary." The lyrics are 
mostly sad and lament the social 
problems created by big city life. 
"There is an incredible feeling of 
loneliness that people who live in 
large cities are experiencing. 
That's what we talk about in our 
songs.” 

The group is associated with 
the Berlin International Institute 
of Comparative Music Studies, a 
25-year-oid institution which 
documents and promotes non- 
European music. 

According to Gilda Lamp- 
mann. a Cultural administrator 
from the Berlin International In¬ 
stitute of Comparative Music Stu¬ 
dies. who accompanied the tango 
group to Jordan, “the group is 
happy to be here in Jordan and 
very excited about the groups 
participation at the festival. Our 
visit to Jerash was arranged by 
the director of our institute Dr. 
Touma, who is of Arab origin, 
and we are grateful to him and 
the festival organisers for making 
this trip possible." 

Machus was pleased with what 
he saw as the enthusiastic reac¬ 
tion of the audience whom he 
described as. "very much into 
tune with our beat." A spectator, 
who was obviously into the music 
just said, "they danced and 
danced, they danced the night 
.away. At the end of the evening I 
thought I would get up on the 
stage and tango with them.** 


natural resources needed to help 
planners to work out programmes 
for maximum benefit of the land. 

According to Falkowski. 
almost eight per cent of Jordan's 
overall exports go to the EC 
countries and that nearly 35 per 
cent of the Kingdom's imports 
come from EC nations. 

He said that these rates are 
liable to increase in the future, 
thanks to continued cooper¬ 


ation in all fields. 

Falkowski said that the EC 
supports the newly formed Arab 
Cooperation Council (ACC) 
which groups Jordan. Egypt. Iraq 
and North Yemen. 

He said that (he economies of 
these countries are bound to de¬ 
velop through closer cooperation 
between them on the one hand 
and between the ACC nations 
and the EC countries on the 
other. 

In a statement to Petra last 
March Falkowski praised the eco¬ 
nomic measures adopted by the 
Jordanian government to intro¬ 
duce reforms and pledged EC\ 
continued support for the 
Kingdom. 


Jordanian pilgrims 
begin returning home 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordanian pil¬ 
grims who last week performed 
pilgrimage rites in Mecca have 
now started their return voyage 
home. 

According to reports in the 
local press" the pilgrims would 
first stop at Medina, the second 
holiest city for Islam, before mak¬ 
ing the trip back to Jordan. 

A report in Sawt Al Shaab 
daily said that Minister of Awqaf 
and Islamic Affairs Sheikh Abdul 
.Aziz Al Khayyat has received a 
cable from Prince Navef Ibn 
Abdul Aziz. Saudi Arabia's 
minister of interior, informing 
him of the Saudi government s 
decision to exempt Jordanian pil¬ 
grims from paying any fees for 
entry into or departure from 
Saudi Arabia. The departure fee 
stands at 28 rivals. 

The report said that the deci¬ 
sion to exempt the pilgrims from 
this fee resulted from talks be¬ 
tween Khayyat and Prince Majed 
Ibn Abdul Aziz, the governor of 
Mecca and minister of Awqaf and 
Islamic affairs. 

According to the report, all the 
Jordanian pilgrims will have ar¬ 
rived in Medina from Mecca in 
the coming three days. 

Nearly 15.000 Jordanians reg¬ 
istered with the Ministry of Awqaf 
and Islamic Affairs to perform 


this year's pilgrimage rites in 
Mecca and Medina. 

Arrangements for their travel 
to and from the holy places and 
their accommodation in Saudi 
Arabia were conducted through 
the Ministry of Awqaf. in coop¬ 
eration with the Saudi govern¬ 
ment and local transportation 
companies. 

Meanwhile, the Jordan News 
Agency. Petra, reported that 
some of the pilgrims have already 
reached Jordan. 

These included some pilgrim.' 
from Palestinian land occupied 
since 194K tor which the Mini" 
tryof Awqaf and Islamic Afuirs 
had provided accommodation 
facilities in the Jordan Valley 

The Petra report said iha: die 
first convoy of these pilgrims «:ii 
leave for occupied Palestine 
Friday. 

In a separate development, the 
Public Security Department 
(PSD) announced Monday that 
King Hussein Bridge across the 
River Jordan will be closed for 
normal travel on Friday. July 2j. 
except for the pilgrims" returning 
to their Palestinian homeland.;" 

A PSD statement urged all 
travellers except pilgrims to re¬ 
frain from going to the bridee 
terminals Fridayr-; 


Khleif at in Ma’an 


MA'AN (Petra) — Minister of 
Youth Awad Khleifat visited 
Ma'an Governorate Monday and 
met with officials in charge of 
youth activities and organisa¬ 
tions. 

The minister was briefed on the 
youth activities in the governo¬ 
rate in general and those orga¬ 
nised by the Sharah Club in par¬ 
ticular. 

Khleifat also inspected work on 
youth dubs and the second phase 
of a sports dry in Ma'an city. He 
was told that the total cost ot the 
project will amount to JD 100.00(1 
and will entail various utilities 
adjoining the sports rity. 

The first phase of the project, 
which was completed last year, 
included a car park, the establish¬ 
ment of handball grounds and 
fields for athletic exercises. 

During the tour, lhe minister 
with the Ma'an governor to re¬ 
view the sports activities and to 
learn about the needs of the 



Awad Khleifat 

youth department in the area. 

Khleifat also met with (he 
mayor of Ma'an to review the 
municipality's role in promoting 
youth and sports activities! in 
Ma’an cirv. • , 


ANNOUNCEMENT FROM THE WATER 
AUTHORITY 

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB) 
TENDER NO. 37/89/SF 
SUPPLY OF BLACK STEEL PIPES 
AND FITTINGS 


1. The Water Authority of the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan has received a loan from the World Bank in 
various currencies towards the cost of the Water and 
Sewerage Project and it is intended that part of the 
proceeds of this loan will be applied to eligible 
payments under the contracts for (he purchase ol 
Black Steel Pipes and Fittings. 

2. The Water Authority now invites sealed bids from 
eligible bidders for the supply of Black Steel Pipes and 
Fittings. 

3. Interested eligible bidders may obtain further informa!- 
tion from and inspect the documents at the office of the 
President of the Water Authority, Nablus Street, Jebel 

AJ-Hussein, P.O. Box 2412, Amman, Jordan. Tele¬ 
phone 680100. Telex 22439 JO. : 

4. A complete set of bidding documents may be purch¬ 
ased by any eligible bidder on submission of a written 
application to the above address and the payment of 
non-refundable fee of JD 300. 

5. Ail bids must be accompanied by a bid security in th£ 

amount(s) specified in Section V Schedule "of 
quirements, and must be delivered to the above office 
not later than 1200 hours, Jordan local time, ofi 
Saturday 19/08/1989. j; 

Eng. Mutazz Belbeisf 

Secretary General ; 

Water Authority ) 
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Sound policies 

THE government's decision to crack down on merchants, 
who maliciously hoard supplies for profiteering, is both 
timely and sound. The government of Sharif Zaid Ibn 
Shaker deserves to be commended for taking such a bold 
step against traders whose only criterion in life is to make 
more unfair profit at the expense of their country and 
people. The Kingdom has already seen and felt the positive 
consequences of the iron fist policy that the government has 
applied against greedy establishments and individuals. Now 
the markets in the cities and towns are full of the very 
supplies that were non-existent on the shelves of supermar¬ 
kets and shops just a few days ago. 

This is obviously an immediate and short-range prescrip¬ 
tion for the sudden disappearance of foodstuffs and com¬ 
modities. The long-range solution clearly lies in stabilising 
the rate of the dinar against foreign currencies both in the 
official and non-official markets. For as long as the 
exchange rate of the dinar keeps fluctuating so wildly in the 
free market, the anxieties of merchants, whether real or 
imaginary, would not disappear into thin air. That is why 
the recent assurances of His Majesty King Hussein,in an 
interview with the chief editor of AJ Shark A1 Awsat daily 
newspaper, that the government is working diligently and 
feverously to stabilise the exchange rate of the dinar offer 
the most operational way to heel the wounds created by the 
sporadic appearances and disappearances of goods and 
commodities from the market. In this vein, it might be 
prudent to bridge the gap between the official and non¬ 
official exchange rates of the dinar. All systems of govern¬ 
ment in the world which could not bridge such a gap ended 
up suffering commercially and economically. And since 
there is a world-wide consensus that the dinar is artificially 
under valued these days, the task of dosing the gap between 
the market and official rates of exchange need not be an 
impossible mission. 

Meanwhile, it behoves the Jordanian business community 
to refrain from further exacerbating the fiscal and economic 
conditions currently prevailing in the country. They can do 
just that by engaging in fair trade practices instead of wild 
speculative habits that could bring havoc to the country's 
economy. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 

JORDANIAN Arabic dailies on Monday commented on King 
Hussein's statement to the London-based Al Sharq AJ Awsat 
magazine in which he tackled domestic affairs and pan-Arab 
issues. Al Ra'i Arabic daily referred in its editorial to the King’s 
accusation of Israel as being behind the disturbances in the 
Kingdom last April and said that such conspiracies could not. and 
can never shake the Kingdom's solid steadfastness and can never 
deter Jordan from confronting Israel s expansionist and aggres¬ 
sive designs in the Arab World. The paper said that Jordan which 
guards the longest confrontation lines in the face of the'Israeli 
enemy has succeeded in forming a solid and strong wall aborting 
all Israeli plots and intrigues, and defending the Arab homeland. 
It was natural for Israel to escalate its pressures on the Kingdom 
and to try to tamper with its security since it faces a revolt in the 
occupied Arab territories supported by Jordan and the whole 
Arab nation, said the paper. This is not a novelty and will not be 
the last time for ferae! to adopt such evil methods to weaken the 
Arab countries and national unity is therefore needed more than 
at any time in the past to foil all enemy attempts directed against 
Jordan and the rest of the Arab World. 

A columnist in Al Ra’i daily Monday tackles the question of the 
high rate of population growth in Jordan and cites official 
statistics which indicate that Jordan is the sixth country in the 
world in terms of population growth. Rakan AJ Mqjali, who is also 
the paper's editor in chief, says that most Jordanian parents do 
not have family planning and their children increase annually 
making it impossible for them to cope with the requirements of 
the modem age and bringing up many children who in most cases 
suffer from malnutrition." The writer notes that mother and child 
care centres in the country have been spreading awareness among 
mothers about the futility of bringing up large families for whom 
they cannot provide and says that the cost of living nowadays is 
soaring — a fact that should prompt most parents to suffice 
themselves with two children. He also refers to the newly 
discovered facts about the depletion of the ozone layer which 
threatens the world with very serious consequences and a 
world-wide famine. The writer expresses fears that since Jordan is 
among the group of countries with the highest rates of population 
growth it will no doubt be one of the most countries to bear the 
brunt in times of famine. 

Al Dustour daily newspaper commented on King Hussein's 
statements published in Al Sharq AI Awsat newspaper in which 
he reaffirmed the solid stand of the Kingdom in the face of all 
conspiracies hatched by the Israeli enemy. The paper said that the 
hardships being confronted by Jordan were created by Israel's 
aggressive and expansionist designs against this country and its 
national unity. Referring to the King's decision to restore 
parliamentary rule in the country, the paper said that it reflects 
the self-confidence and the strong belief in the people's participa¬ 
tion in the policy-making process and in the role of parliament as 
a partner in all government decisions. The paper said that the 
King’s statement was a reassurance that the Kingdom was going 1 
ahead with its plans to deal with the economic situation with deep 
self-confidence and with more determination than ever. 


Weekly Political Pulse 


By Waited Sadi 


Remember Sharaf s ‘tarsheed’? 


IT WAS the late Prime Minister Sharif Abdul Hamid Sharaf who 
first coined the word “tarsheecT (rationalisation) in Jordan's 
eco-political jargon and had called on Jordanians to observe its 
call for sanity in spending. That was nearly a decade ago. 
Imagine, if you please, if the country did in fact heed such words' 
way back then! Instead many Jordanians viewed such a flash of 
yellow light from Sharif Abdul Hamid with cynicism. Others 
regarded it with contempt and ridicule. Now with the benefit of 
hindsight all of us in Jordan would readily concede that had 
Jordanians heeded such an early warning, the country would 
probably not be in the economic and financial mess it finds itself 
in now. 

Of course, the concept of “tarsheed" as used by the late prime 
minister signified rationalisation in spending. That call for 
prudence in spending was probably incomplete in the sense that 
the message was addressed more to the people of Jordan than to 
the state apparatus. We all know now that the government was 
just as guilty as the people in spending beyond its means and that 


had the government given a good example on restrained expendi¬ 
ture right from that early date, most probably modi of the 
economic and fiscal difficulties that the Kingdom is encountering 
now could have been avoided. 

Still, all such qualifications would not diminish the import of 
the alarm clock that was struck by Sharif Abdul Hamid Sharaf 
almost ten years ago. Although not an economist by profession, 
the late prime minister was able to see the dangers that lay ahead 
for the country if Jordanian style of spending and life, both 
private and official, continued as it did then. Curiously enough, 
the slow down message was made at a time when the country was 
at the peak of its prosperity and when economic expansion had 
reached unprecedented levels. All signs then indicated that the 
Jordanian ship can sail at full speed ahead wilh no apparent 
reason to slow down the heated economy. 

What prompted Sharif Abdul Hamid Sharaf to ask the country 
to stop and think about its spending habits, even at thatx/ery early 
stage, is still perplexing now- as it was then. Only few people, who 


were privy to his inner thoughts, can offer aft 
bon for his prognosis of gloom along the road aheOd : 

knew him less would rely only on his proven intellect and eaffln^ - 
sense as the basis for his long-range projections. Clearly tl» 
Jordanian train was moving too fast for its own . 
common sense would dictate prudence and raniinalisifiiWL Awwi, 
Hamid Sharaf apparently sensed that the country would soo ner or 
later fell into the trap of over-confidence in economic and fiscal • 
planning. Unfortunately, he did not five tong enough to have 
per ma nent impact on expenditures in the country, and after tar 
death things continued as they always did ui die. past ten ^ 
nothing could possibly go wrong. ■ . .. ! 

The moral of this writing is that Jordan had arnpfe wammgyta. 
the past that unless fiscal and economic haemorrhage stops,- tbe - 
oountry would sooner or later encounter difficultie s^ A s. Jortfaup. 
and Jordanians chose not to believe the late prune minister .-the - 
least all of n$ can do now is to pay tribute to the mas .who.. 
sounded the alarm about impending results nearly ten years ago,:. 


Algerians face political, economic challenges 



Editor's note: On July 2, the 
Algerian National Assembly pas¬ 
sed a law that allows the creation 
of new political jparties outside 
the ruling National Liberation 
(FLN). T/je assembly also 
adopted a law on prices that 
reduces the role of the state in 
economy. The following article, 
reprinted from the June 23 issue 
of the London-based Middle East 
International, focuses on the 
situation in Algeria on the eve of 
the adoption of the two laws. 

By Francis Ghiles 

EVER SINCE the bloody riots 
last October which engulfed 
'Algiers and major cities in the 
west of tiie country in the worst 
violence since independence in 
1962, and the popular endorse¬ 
ment of reforms which call for a 
multi-party system and the end to 
the country's all-out commitment 
to socialism which followed in last 
February’s referendum. North 
Africa's largest country has all 
but vanished from world head¬ 
lines. 

There have been occasional 
outbreaks of violence since Octo¬ 
ber '88, such as the riots in the 
eastern border town of Souk 
Ahras last month, and many 
strikes, most notably at the oil 
refinery in Arzew, which have 
halted output for weeks on end. 
But this relative though tense 
calm masks a continuing and 
often fierce debate between those 
who want to put into practise the 
reforms offered by the new con¬ 
stitution and the many, who for 
ideological reasons or because 
they want to hold on to the 
advantages gained over 25 years 
of single FLN rule, are doing all 
in their power to thwart President 
Chadli Benjedid. The absence of 
any forum for, let alone tradition 
of, reasoned debate does not 
help, but, understandably, peo¬ 
ple are often more intent on 
pouring out long silenced grie¬ 
vances than in engaging in con¬ 
structive discussion. 

The riots in Souk Ahras, for 
instance, were prompted by the 
publication of the list of benefi¬ 
ciaries of very scarce new bousing 
units. Nine hundred families were 
chosen out of a waiting list of 
7,400,2,000 of which were on the 
priority list. Accusations of 
favouritism were quick to fly and 
by the evening of 5 May, the 
centre of this town of 90,000 had 
been ransacked. The next day, 
the minister of the interior cen¬ 
sored the editorial written by Mr. 
Kamel Belkacem, for that week's 
issue of Algetic Actualite,. a 
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flagship of glasnost in recent 
years. This provided a timely 
illustration of how difficult it will 
be for old habits to die. The 
minis ter was assisted in his task 
by the editor of the FLN daily El 
Moudjahid. Mr. Nait Mazi, who 
qualifies as an unreconstructed 
Stalinist, or dare one say 
“Boumedienist". El Moudjahitrs 
journalists-, had, a few weeks 
earlier, come out on strike 
against their editor, who acts as a 
bulwark of the old guard. 

Nor did rocketing food prices 
during Ramadan help — prices 
collapsed as soon as the month of 
fasting was over, a clear illustra¬ 
tion of how. the “millionaires du 
legume" can hold 24 million 
Algerians to ransom. In a recent 
interview, the prime minister, 
Mr. Kasdi Merbah, conceded 
that the authorities' inability to 
control prices had left the im¬ 
pression that they were power¬ 
less. For the first time ever, 
housewives refused to buy certain 
produce, which suggests that they 
are heeding Mr, Merbah's advice 
to take the initiative so long as 
this did not result in violence. 

Another feature of Ramadan 
which made many Algerians un¬ 
comfortable was the pressure put 
on their pupils by primary school 
teachers, many of whom are ac¬ 
tive Muslim fundamentalists. 
Many children were asked to 
check that their parents were 
fasting and conforming to the 
other rules which pertain to a 
strict interpretation of Islam. Last 
March thousands of women pro¬ 
tested against the activities of 
radical Muslim groups, much in 
evidence since the free speech 
was guaranteed by the new con¬ 
stitution. Working class women 
bad mingled with teachers, doc¬ 
tors, lawyers and smartly, dressed 
bourgeoises from the Hydra re¬ 
sidential area in a most unusual 
demonstration. 

Meanwhile, the National 
Assembly, all of whose members 
still belong to the FLN, is debat¬ 
ing a number of important bills, 
three of which, if they become 
law, will open the way to Alger¬ 
ia's future as a more democratic 
and open society. The first con¬ 
cerns independent political asso¬ 
ciations, the second the media, 
the third relates to joint ventures 
between Algerian and foreign 
companies, which to date have 
been virtually ruled out because 
of the extremely restrictive na¬ 
ture of existing regulations. 

Problems on the economic 
front 

Conducting such radical poli- 
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The absence of any forum for, let afone 
tradition of, reasoned debate does not 
help, but, understandably, people are 
often more intent on pouring out Jong 
silenced grievances than in engaging in 
constructive discussion. 


tical reformsjat a time of econo¬ 
mic austerity is not making the 
task of Algeria's rulers any 
easier, but had it not been for the 
collapse in the price of oil and 
gas, which account for 97 per cent 
of the country’s income, the re¬ 
formers would not have been able 
to argue the case for change 
between 1985 and ’87. The recent 
agreement with the International 
Monetary Fund, which is to lend 
Algeria S565m and the large bi¬ 
lateral loans extended by France, 
Italy, Spain and Japan have 
helped, as have firmer prices for 
crude oil and a stronger dollar. 
They are allowing the minister of 
finance, Mr. Sid Ahmed Ghozali. 
to increase imports whilst avoid¬ 
ing overall rescheduling. 

Industrial production has been 
hard hit over the past 18 months 
by shortages of raw materials and 
spare parts, with many industrial 
units functioning at no more than 
half capacity. The 50 per cent 


reduction of imports since 1985 
would, if it persists, throttle both 
the state and private sectors. 
Gross domestic product has de¬ 
clined by 4 per cent over the past 
two years, at a time when less 
than half the 200.000 new en¬ 
trants into the job market could 
find work. Black market prices 
have put anything but the most 
basic goods out of which of the 
average Algerian and make a 
nonsense of the official inflation 
rate of around 15 per cent. 

The cumulative effect of re¬ 
duced state spending is already 
being felt in poor maintenance of 
public utilities. Plant is de¬ 
teriorating faster than it is being 
bought. The axe on public spend¬ 
ing has fallen where it has been 
easiest to wield — on education, 
health and housing—often at the 
expense of more deserving 
targets like bloated administra¬ 
tions and unnecessary public cor¬ 
porations. 
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Algeria has been scrupulous in 
honouring its foreign debt obliga¬ 
tions, which have amounted to 
more than S5bn annually since 
1985, but financial orthodoxy has 
been bought at a high economic 
and social price over a period 
when foreign income has been 
running below S8bn every year. 
Algeria’s foreign debt of S24bn is 
less heavy than that of many 
Arab and Latin American coun¬ 
tries when set against its GDP. 
But it is far more expensive to 
service than that of neighbouring^ 
Morocco because the bulk of it is* 
owed to commercial banks rather 
than multilateral lenders whose 
loans are extended on much sof¬ 
ter terms. 

The challenges facing the lead¬ 
ers 

Improving the performance of 
the economy also means allowing 
the managers to manage and take 
decisions, even unpopular ones* 
and rewarding them for their 
skills. The Statut General du 
TravaiUeur imposes a rigid grid 
on wages across the country and 
will have to be scrapped. The 
state-sponsored trade union. Un¬ 
ion General des TravaiHears 
Algeriens (UGTAJ is not taking 
kindly to the idea of pluralism — 
its leaders are far more interested 
in protecting their long-standing 
powers and privileges. New un¬ 
ions are emerging, though it is 
impossible to tefl whether.they 
will succeed in breaching 


UGTA's hitherto watertight 
monopoly. Much here depends 
on whether the new luw.oa poli¬ 
tical associations allows for the 
proper financing of the newly 
formed groups. 

The challenge of economic Te- 
form remains daunting. The cen¬ 
tralised economy was. us one 
commentator wrote recently on 
Eastern Europe, nor a way of 
running the economy.. li wax 
above all a political construct, 
•‘begun in ignorance, developed 
in tenor, cemented in corruption 
(and that was the part of it which 
worked). Its bottom line was not 
profit but the party". Such words 
are too harsh to describe the 
situation in Algeria before last 
October's riots but the extraor¬ 
dinary idealism which pulsed 
through the early years of this 
country after independence in 
1962 has given way to an ex¬ 
hausted sullcnness. 

- Will a peasantry which has 
been prerfetarianised, workers 
who have got used to shoddy 
work, managers who have had to 
bribe or twist for most resources 
and a public which is fearful of 
the sacrifices market reforms will 
bring be capable of rising to the 
challenge? Are Algerian leaders 
able to give an example o( harrier 
work; more reasoned debate and 
frugal living than hitherto? These 
are some of the conditions re¬ 
quired to lift the spirit of their 
people and set them on the roud 
of growing wealth and u more 
democratic sysxem. 


LETTERS 


Limit the noise 


TWO years ago I wrote to one of 
the Arabic dailies that a car horn 
sends out a noise which readies 
100 disciples, according to ex¬ 
perts' reports. The experts found 
out that one cannot stand a noise 
at 100 disciples level for more 
than two hours, after which he or 
she will be subject to fatigue and 
incidental nausea, .headache, 
vibration of the brain waves, con¬ 
traction of arteries and veins, 
hyper blood pressure, poor appe¬ 
tite; inability to work, feeling of 
tiredness and nervousness, and 
increased heart beats. High levels 
of noise affect hearing and could 
gradually lead to deafness. Noise 
also affects the foetus particularly 
when a mother gets exposed to 
high levels of noise. 

Realising the gravity of this 
problem, the Ministry of Health 
m June 1987 formed a special 


committee to draft regulations on 
noise in closed and open public 
places. The committee submitted 
the draft regulations to the con¬ 
cerned authorities for review, en¬ 
dorsement and implementation. 
Since then nothing was said about 
the regulations. 

Most of the countries of the’ 
world which have charted their 
way on the path of progress, 
including Jordan, have the means; 
to enforce control to put an end' 
to the noise pollution problems.- 
If the regulation still needed 
further study and examination,: 
then why should not the minister 
of interior issue instructions ban-' 
ning and limiting the use of horns 
in accordance with the authorities 
empowered on him under the 
1984 traffic law? 

Ahmad Fawzi Abu N®war 
Amman 
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Die use of innovative Canning techniques has helped transform parts of the desert. 

Modem agriculture 
methods pay off in Egypt 


By Henry Tanner 

^AIRO — Seen from a plane, 
be line between the vast Egyp- 
ian desert and the relatively, tiny 
rea of fertile land in the Delta 
nd along the Nile has always 
Joked clear and neat as if drawn 
y a sharp pencil. And it has not 
een changing over the years — 
t the centuries. 

But now the line is becoming 
•lurred. Little protrusions of 
reen are be ginning to push out 
rom the Delta into die beige of 
be sand. And islands of similar 
reen are spreading slowly else¬ 
where: along the desert road 
rom Cairo to Alexandria; 
round the oases in the Western 
esert; and along the two new 
anals that are poshing from the 
>elta eastward toward Suez and 
westward the Libyan border, pa- 
allel to the Mediterranean coast. 
Egyptian agriculture is stirring 
t last — and none too soon. The 
oun try's population has reached 
n unmanageable 54 million and*\ 
! increasing at the rate of a. 
lillion every seven months. 
)nce neatly self-sufficient, it is 
n porting most of its basic food. 
Inly a fraction of its surface is 
rable. It desperately needs new 
ind for agriculture and people to 
ve on. 

The new beginnings are tenta- 
ve and even embryonic, but 
rest hopes are riding on them.: 
Take the area north of Cairo's - 
rban sprawl just west of the 
larrage where the Nile forks and 
ie Delta begins. 

Thousands of acres of desert 
ave been newly converted there 
nd planted with grapes, apples, 
eaches, mangos and oranges on 
alf a dozen new farms. The 
lanting started in earnest some 
tree or four years ago after the 
othoied. virtually impassable 
ud coming out of Cairo was 
iven a hard top. Most of the 
inns are privately owned but 
ne of the largest is run by the 
iterior Ministry on land belong- 
ig to its prison system. 

An unknown Egypt 

Visiting the area means taking 
trip into an unknown Egypt that 
a world removed both from the 
opelessness of the dusty, over- 
owded cities and the fields of 
ie Delta where water buffalo 
ul> plows and water is still drawn 
ora canals by spiraling pumps 


By Tun Dahl berg 

The Associated Press 

lS VEGAS — The stifling de- 
■t heat radiates from the side- 
ilk outside the Tropicana hotel 
lere the band that for years 
jvided the music now walks a 
cket line to protest its re place- 
mi: taped music. 

Inside the lavish resort, singers 
-sync and dancers kick their 
-s to recorded music during the 
pular Folies Bergere shows 
ice-nightly performances. 
Musicians are locked in a fight 
survival at the Tropicana and 
3 other stnp resorts, where 
st-conscious managers also 
nt to replace live music m 
iduction shows. 

‘The musicians ultimately 
Lke the product that puts musi- 
ns out of work,” lamented 
irk Tuliy Massagli. l^der of 
Lsicians union local m. 
hmk of the irony of thaL 
Hie conversion to tape now 
ects about 45 full-time mus¬ 
es, but it has raised passions 
long many more who feel spon- 
leous entertainment is being 
d out by gaming corporations. 
‘We can’t Have this town — 


invented by Archimedes. 

The last plot to be planted are 
on a 15-metre rise almost a mfle 
into the desert, and they are 
greening with baffling speed. 

Grape vines put into the 
ground 18 months ago are begin¬ 
ning to bear the first small grapes. 
On an adjoining lot, short stubby 
apple trees planted two and a half 
years ago are ripe with the first 
full-size yellow-and-red good- 
tasting Anna apples. 

Elsewhere there are baby 
peach trees planted last January 
surrounded by tall corn stalks 
that give them shade and protect 
them agains t the desert wind. 
They wifi begin to bear fruit next 
year. 

The secret to desert farming is 
constant attention to detail. “It is 
management-intensive, ” said 
Hattem Mostafa, who runs one of 
the family-owned farms together 
with his sister Nadia. As for die 
reft, the operation sounds decep¬ 
tively simple. 

*jAil jr-tqqfc,. iLseeqiSv was ,a. 
system of drip irrigation tabes* 
laid out on the desert floor, a hide 
for each tree and the right nut¬ 
rients. Windbreaks in the form of 
single rows of tough needle trees 
divide the land. Newly planted, 
the trees were barely six feet tall 
bnt will eventually grow, to the 
height of a four-story house. 

The water, taken from the can¬ 
al that marks the western bound¬ 
ary between the Delta and the 
desert, is being filtered in a suc¬ 
cession of pods, then pimped up 
onto the higher-lying new fields. 
Every phase of the operation is 
constantly and carefully moni¬ 
tored. 

The fanners did not do any 
leveling of the desert floor before 
planting. They are proud of hav¬ 
ing never used a bulldozer and 
never disturbed the hard crust of 
the desert floor, which remains 
grainy and .arid between the 
green rows of new trees. 

A strong, gusty wind failed to 
raise the sand in the newly 
planted areas but scooped up 
large clouds of it on nearby land 
that had been worked with bull¬ 
dozers. 

“You can grow almost any¬ 
thing in the desert with the prop¬ 
er love and care," said Mr. Mos¬ 
tafa. “That’s what we wanted to 
show. We are very, very encour¬ 
aged. 7 ’ He is constantly ex¬ 
perimenting with new crops and 
new grafts. 


Most of the new farms in the 
area are an extension of older 
ones that had been started up 
with traditional methods on both 
sides of the western-most canal of 
the Delta decades ago. 

The Mostafas’ farm was started 
on some 100 hectares in 1961. In 
1986, the family started to push 
further into the desert — and up 
the hill — on another 350 acres. 

In the old part the fruit trees 
and the vines have grown to full 
size and grass is growing between 
the rows. The needle trees of the 
windbreaks are thick and tall. So 
are the palm trees and flame 
trees, and there are dozens of 
different kinds of flowers. There 
is a swimming pool and even a 
smooth green lawn-tennis court 

USAID 

Until a few years ago the tradi¬ 
tional view — held by the U.S. 
Agency for International De¬ 
velopment among others — was 
that ,land reclamation in the de-. 
sett was so expensive as to be 
unworkable. It was also assum ed 
that it would take six or seven 
years before the land would bear 
fruit, if then. 

Not so, says Mr. Mostafa, who 
like his father, who founded the 
farm, has an engineering degree 
from the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology. 

The average cost of converting 
an acre of desert land is between 
$1,200 and $1,500, he said. And 
he estimates that an apple 
orchard will bring in at least that 
much from about the third year. 

Deeper in the desert, where 
there are no canals and where 
wells have to be dug, the cost may 
well be double. And there are 
pitfalls, of course. 

Desert-farming is profitable, 
farmers concede, only for farms 
of at least 50 acres which have the 
equipment, the management 
skills and trained workers for 
constant care. “You must have 
farmed in die Delta first to make 
a go of it," one fanner said. 

“A desert farm is like the 
intensive care ward of a hospital; 
you have a life-support system 
that can never be allowed to go 
off,” be said, adding that young 
people who are given five or six 
acres in the desert and who rely 
on the state for electricity and 
water, which they share with 
others, are facing impossible 
odds. 


“One day, the electricity will 
fail or the water will not arrive 
and the crop will be destroyed. 
We have our own generators and 
oar pumps and reservoirs and a 
team of workers for constant con¬ 
trol and maintenance.” 

Some of the successful farms 
have organised themselves in 
companies which wili reclaim de¬ 
sert land, put in the irrigation 
system and manage the flegling 
farm on a contract for others. 

Desert farming took off after 
the government lifted crop con¬ 
trols on reclaimed land and freed 
the prices at on these produce. By 
contrast, in the Delta, the obliga¬ 
tory crops are cotton, sugar cane 
and rice which the farmers sell at 
controlled prices to the govern¬ 
ment. 

Proponents of desert fanning 
have been opposed within the 
government by other specialists 
who want continued priority to be 

f iven to the systematic intensi- 
catjon of existing agricultural 
yields-in-the Delta. The govern¬ 
ment, it seems has not resolved 
the dispute. 

Yousuf Amin Wali the minis¬ 
ter of Agriculture and Land Re¬ 
clamation, recently said that 
100,000 acres of desert will be 
reclaimed this year, with s imil ar 
areas planned for each of the 
coming years. 

Fanners complain that Egypt 
has no extension service equip¬ 
ped to give them information and 
technological advice even though 
the Agriculture Ministry has re¬ 
ceived millions of dollars in tech¬ 
nical assistance from USAID. 

In one area, a parasite recently 
destroyed almost the entire crop 
of grapes. Only a few farmers 
received warnings from stricken 
colleagues in time to send out 
teams to hand-pick the bug from 
every plant ana then spray with 
just the right chemical. 

Agricultural exports in signifi¬ 
cant quantities, moreover, are a 
matter of the future. There are no 
collective fa c i lities for market re¬ 
search, transport or storage. 

But at the Sunday-gardener’s 
level at least, the idea of growing 
things in the sand has caught on. 
An economist returning to Egypt 
invited his old colleagues out for 
a cruise on the Nile on his first 
evening in the hope of getting an 
exhaustive fill-in on the national 
economy. But “all they wanted to 
talk about was the respective size 
of their mangos” — FHT 


The battle for music in Vegas 


which was built on live entertain¬ 
ment — go the other way,” said 
singer Sammy Davis Jr. “Don’t 
let them do this to us.” 

Davis and a few other bigname 
entertainers gathered recently to 
back the musicians. 

' “If we lose five music in this 
town, we’ve got serious prob¬ 
lems,” said comedian Jerry 
Lewis. - - 

Lewis and Davis were appear¬ 
ing together at Bally’s, which 
plans to replace the 19 musicians 
backing its jubilee production 
show .with taped muac lmt keep 
live musicians in its main show¬ 
room. 

Hotel officials say. musicians 
are an expensive luxury not found 
in Atlantic City, New Jersey, 
hotels, which allow taped music 
and synthesizers in place of live 
performances. 

“We’re not doing away with 
musicians in the celebrity room,” 
said Robert Ostrovsky, a Bally’s 
executive. But “we fed taewd 
music is appropriate.for produc¬ 
tion-type showrooms.” 

The 14 union m us i cians -who, 
backed the Folies Bergere show 
at the Ttopfcana walked off their 
jobs June 3, upset over the hold’s 


unwi llingness to budge on die 
issue. The show was closed while 
a tape was prepared, and 
reopened June 25 to what hotel 
officials say are increasingly foil 
audiences. 

' “We’re doing very well with 
it,” said hotel spokesman Ira 
David Sternberg. 

Musicians at Bally’s and the 
Flamingo Hilton, meanwhile, 
have stayed on the job despite the 
refusal of the hotels to increase 
their offer of two to four must- 
dans at each hotel on the payroll 
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and severance pay to the others. 

Officials at the three resorts 
sent letters to the musicians last 
week informing them they would 
not be needed further when they 
implement their final offer July 
26 and go to taped music. 

Perhaps more ominous, 
however, to the estimated 250 
musicians who make a living in 
die hotels is a plan by the resorts 
to pay musicians only for the 
shows they actually perform. 

Many entertainers bring their 
own bands to Las Vegas, limiting 


Tel: 677420" 


1- AL MAWLED 

(Adel Imam) — (Arabic) 

2- MONEY MANIA 

3- BODY ROCK 


Growing 

number of 
elderly stirs 
Europe into 
action, debate 
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By Maggie Jackson 

The Associated Press 

LONDON — Countries from 
West Germany to Greece are 
studying bow fewer young work¬ 
ers wfll support strained pension 
and health-care systems as West¬ 
ern Europe ages. 

Parts of Europe have the 
world’s highest populations of 
elderly people, and governments 
are recognising the change. In the 
faster-aging north, retirees may 
comprise 40 per cent of some 
areas by 2040. 

But the experts are casting 
aside gloomy visions of crowded 
old-age homes and broken econo¬ 
mies. They say the bulk of the 
older population will be comfort¬ 
able and have money to spend. 

“Europe is in the position to be 
the first to enter a new social 
world, so what we decide to do is 
of great importance. Only now is 
anybody taking any notice of it,” 
says Peter Laslett. a Cambridge 
University expert on aging. 

“We can’t look at it simply in 
terms of a burden,” says Laslett, 
who himself is 73. “It's an enor¬ 
mous challenge for human beings 
for the first time to use their 
whole potential.” 

Demographers say that while 
the developing world will catch 
up quickly, Europe has more 
than twice the global proportion 
of elderly, or 12.4 per cent, and 
Northern Europe has 2.5 times 
the world average. 

Southern Europe, with its high¬ 
er birthrates, is aging less rapidly. 
By the year 2000 every fourth 
person will be over 65 in Western 
Europe, by one estimate. 

Experts say the rising popula¬ 
tion of elderly is due to falling 
birthrates and advances in medi¬ 
cine. 

Some say Europe has been 
slow to recognise the magnitude 
of the-change.-•. 

“We're waking up to it late in 
the day,” says Sally Greengross, 
secretary-general of Eurolink 
Age, a coalition promoting the 
cause of the 60 milli on over-60s in 
the European Economic Com¬ 
munity. 

France forbids forced retire¬ 
ment and job advertisements 
aren’t allowed to set age limits. 
But other nations, says Eurolink 
age, have yet to follow suit. 

TT»e 12-nation European Eco¬ 
nomic Community plans a “year 
of the elderly” but bureaucratic 
delay has postponed it to 1991. 

The EEC budget for elderly 
affairs more than doubled in 
1968, but only to the equivalent 
of $738,000. 

Pensions are the primary con¬ 
cern, prompting fears that future 
workers could pay hefty propor¬ 
tions of their salaries to support 
pensioners. 

Wert Germany estimates 40 
per cent of its population win be 
over 65 by 2040, and its em¬ 
ployers federation says em¬ 
ployees would have to pay 36 per 
cent of their salaries, or double 
today's rate, to sustain benefits. 

The West German cabinet has 
proposed reforms, including hik¬ 
ing the retirement age for women 
from 60 to 65, the age at which 
men retire. 

Italy is considering similar ac¬ 
tion. Most EEC citizens can re¬ 


work for the Las Vegas musi¬ 
cians. 

Under the contract that ex¬ 
pired June 1, musicians were 
guaranteed their $654.71 a week 
salary for at least 38 weeks a year. 

Tbs pickets have tried to rally 
support by warning that musi¬ 
cians who fill the city’s symphony 
and small jazz bands may be 
forced to leave town to find work, 
leaving a cultural void in the city. 

They also took out a $12,000 ad 
in the Los Angeles Tunes warning 
tourists of the strike. 
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ceive retirement benefits at 60 or 
65. Danes work the latest, to 67, 
and Italian women leave at 55. 

British Prime Minister Mar¬ 
garet Thatcher's government has 
acted to abolish a $130 weekly 
limit on what pensioners can earn 
before losing some benefits. At 
the same time, it has been criti¬ 
cised for cutting pensions as part 
of what the government calls 
“weaning Britons off the de¬ 
pendency culture.'' 

The elderly increasingly contri¬ 
bute to the economy by filling in 
for the shrinking numbers of 
young. 

Already, some older workers 
are being wooed back by em¬ 
ployers like Britain’s Tesco su¬ 
permarket chain, which hires 55- 
to 69-year-olds. 

“They’re very reliable consci¬ 
entious, and don’t need so much 
training,” says Barry Ball, the 
personnel manager who began 
Tesco’s plan a year ago. 

“I’m not ready for retirement; 
work keeps me young,” says 
Doris Broderick, 58, who starred 
working in a Tesco market coffee 
shop six months ago after being 
laid off from serving coffee to 
Lloyd's shipping staff. 

Reg Bennet found out after 33 
years in die grocery business that 
two major British supermarket 
chains wouldn’t hire him. 

But Bennett is another of 2.300 
full- and pan-time workers over 
55 hired by Tesco since last year 
in areas where younger workers 
are scarce. 

Now, Bennett, is not only 
working, he’s been promoted — 
to a $223-a-week job as co- 
supervisor of 28 produce workers 
at a Tesco supermarket outside 
London. 

“I don’t feel my age. But I 
must admit I'm tired at the end of 
die day,” said Bennett. 

.. Success after sixty, a British 
employment agency for elderly 
workers, reported a 60-per cent 
jump in requests from companies 
in the first two months of 1989 
compared with the same period 
last year. 

But prejudice still keeps many 
from working, according to the 
Association of Retired Persons. 
The British group has signed up 
25,000 members in eight months 
and hopes to expand to France 
and Germany. 

“Tbe elderly are just beginning 
to organise in France,” said 
Ariane Revol-Briard of France. 

In Weft Germany, a politician 
recently suggested forming a poli¬ 
tical party for those 60 and over. 

Southern European countries, 
on die other hand, have less use 
for older workers. Spain, with 19 
per cent unemployment, is study¬ 
ing a plan to offer tax breaks to 
companies which retire older 
workers early. 
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"Demographers say that while the developing 
world will catch up quickly. Europe has more 
than twice the global proportion of elderly, or 
12.4 per cent, and Northern Europe has 2 5 
times the world average." 
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2 — Round trips for group or individual tourists to Bucharest — the garden city capita 1 c; v 

X Romania. Poiana Brasov, a full green resort in the Carpathian Mountains and Neptun. ■ • 

£ resort on the Black Sea. S 

<S> — Original medical treatments against sclerothis (gerovital) and rheumatism ^Pell-Amar) § 
<g> under high qualified medical assistance and efficient natural cure factors in Bucharest, cfone $>, 
0 Nord and Oradea. 0 

v — High quality hotels. Entertainment, original Romanian folklore, night clubs and games < 3 > 

v and many others... ~ • ~ 

” Weekly every Thursday <§> 

S For information and bookings, please contact & 

? PETRA TOEJRS £ 

v Amman-Jordan, P.O.Box: 1803, £ 

3 _ Phones: 667028/ 670267/ 670449/ 670493, Telex: 23232, Fax: 681402. _]$ 
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1) Heart Breakers 

2) Scavengers 
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Dollar of‘great Satan’is king 

Iranians struggle to make a living 


TEHRAN (Hi — A year after Iran accepted an end 
to its war w ith Iraq, shortages of food and consumer 
items are forcing the average citizen to hustle for a 
laving. 


Most people pay scant atten¬ 
tion to politics, despite the orga¬ 
nised rallies of millions which can 
give the impression that Iran sup¬ 
ports one vast, continuous politic¬ 
al demonstration. 

"Everything depends, my 
friend, on who you are. how 
much you have, and what you 
want." said the manager of one of 
■he few large food shops. 

And it is ironic that in a coun¬ 
try which considers the United 
States the "great Satan." the 
U.S. dollar is king. 

American cigarettes are an 
alternative currency. Street haw¬ 
kers sell them individually, or by 
rhe packet at every few yards and 


Israelis plan 
to shake 
government 

ACRE (Ri — Israeli workers 
have called a general strike for 
two hours next Sunday to prorest 
against government handling of 
unemployment, now at its highest 
■n 20 years. 

"The government is behaving 
with a great deal of laziness." 
Yisrael Kessar. head of the 
powerful Histadrut trade federa¬ 
tion. said Monday. The federa¬ 
tion represents more than SO per 
cent of the Israeli work force. 

"We have been forced to take 
the unusual step of striking the 
economy to shake up the govern¬ 
ment. 1 want to hope it will be the 
fast step, but if not. we will have 
so take additional steps." Kessar 
told reporters in the northern 
coastal town of Acre. 

Israeli officials said Monday 
• he unemployment rate had ex¬ 
ceeded nine per cent. 

“There are 140.000 unem¬ 
ployed against only 20.000 jobs 
available. That is the gap,” said 
David Mena, director-general of 
the Israeli Employment Service. 

Israel is suffering an economic 
slowdown largely because of the 
19-month-old Palestinian uprising 
in the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. Unemployment has 
risen from 6.4 per cent last year. 

Last month Israeli mayors 
chained themselves together out¬ 
side the building where the 
cabinet was meeting and pro¬ 
tested to Finance Minister Shi¬ 
mon Peres over rising unemploy¬ 
ment. 

Peres, head of the Labour Par¬ 
ry. has devalued the shekel by 
about lb per cent against the 
dollar. I 


they are a most accurate real 
economic indicator. 

Anyone with access to dollars 
is said to be automatically rich. 

The official exchange rate 
moves around 76 to 82 riyals to 
the dollar. But all normal stan¬ 
dards of measuring economic 
well-being become useless in the 
context of a blackmarket ex¬ 
change rate that at times reaches 
20 times the official rate. 

The only ways to judge the 
health of both the national and 
the individual's budget is to guess 
at the supply and demand of real 
goods, or to calculate how many 
dollars they have. 

Iranian economists calculate 


the national annual value of 
goods and services produced, the 
gross national product (GNP), at 
around 5160 to SI SO billion. 

But they also estimate 90 per 
cent of the economy is state-run, 
and perhaps 80 per cent or more 
of that is within the riyal eco¬ 
nomy, or in other words, it does 
not generate foreign exchange. 
GNP at real dollar values is any¬ 
body's guess. 

Inflation, the key indicator for 
individual wealth which Prime 
Minister Mir-Hossein Mousavi 
estimated at over 23 per cent in 
March, also means little because 
of tbe rapid fluctuation in supply 
of different goods. 

Meat is a case in point. "Last 
winter, we were paying about 
3,000 riyals a kilogramme for a 
good cut.” said a woman in the 
street. 

‘The long summer drought has 


forced farmers to kill many anim¬ 
als and now we can get it for 
1,800, but for the same reason it 
is going to shoot up again soon, 
isn't it,” she said. 

Government ration coupons 
are issued for everything from 
toothpaste to rice and people 
carry large wads around with 
them, although having a coupon 
does not guarantee availability. 

Wages are generally too low to 
cover costs. A low-paid worker 
— most of Tehran's 10 million 
people — can earn about 40,000 
riyals a month. 

A two-bed apartment in an 
average area rents for around 
30,000 a month, Iranians said. 

So people take extra jobs, any¬ 
thing to earn more. Those with 
cars provide an alternative tafci 
service to the battered orange 
taxi-cabs rumbling around 
Tehran. 


AJi is a factory worker with one 
baby daughter who after work 
uses his battered private car as a 
taxi. 

He gets 50 riyals for a short 
journey, 200 for a longer one. He 
is embarrassed but pleased to be 
given 2,000 riyals, the current 
price of a packet Winston, or 
Marlboro cigarettes. 

Tbe wealthy areas of northern 
Tehran, where businessmen live 
behind barred windows with their 
cars and stereos, contrast with the 
poor housing estates of the south. 
and west, where workers and re¬ 
fugees from bombed-out towns ! 
on the old frontline live. 1 

Other tell-tale signs of an eco- 
nomy in distress offer themselves j 
— deserted building sites, road- ! 
works with stagnant water in the I 
holes, shuttered restaurants, and 1 
expensive toys gathering dust in | 
toyshop windows. 


Soviet farms dwarf U.S. family enterprises 


WASHINGTON (AP) — A ma- 
| jor new reference by the U.S. 
i Agriculture Department 
(USDA) shows that the Soviet 
Union has about 1.5 billion acres 
(607 million hectares) of agri¬ 
cultural land spread among huge 
farms that dwarf most U.S. enter¬ 
prises. 

For example, the average size 
of state-owned farms in the 
Soviet Union is almost 40,000 
acres (16.18S hectares). Collec¬ 
tive farms operated cooperatively 
by families average nearly 16,000 
acres (6,475 hectares) each. 

In all, the Soviet Union in 1985 
— the most recent figures tabu¬ 
lated — had 22,690 state farms 
and 26.660 collectives. No figures 
were available for private plots. 

According to USDA estimates 
for last year, the United States 
had 999 million acres (404 million 
hectares) in about 2.16 million 
farms, virtually all privately own¬ 
ed and operated as family enter¬ 
prises. Those averaged 463 acres 
(187 hectares) each. 

The new booklet published by 


MANY VILLAS 
AND APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT & SALE 
Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more information 
please call 
Wael Real Estate 
Tel: 685342 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Deluxe furniture, 3 bedrooms, 3 baths, 
sitting room, guest & dining room, 

2 verandas, separate central heating, 
telephone and fully kitchen. 

Location 

Abdoun. near Olympia Hotel 
For more information 
please call 

Tel: 604686 

08;30 -12:30 a.m. 

04:30 - 06:00 p.m. 

Tuesday & Wednesday only 


The British Council 


y The British council is pleased to announce reg- 
P istration for its Summer Intensive Course, which 
y offers General English morning classes for teena- 
\\ gers (13 - 16 years) and afternoon and evening 
H classes for adulls. The Special English program- 
•Yj me offers preparation for FCE and TOEFL. 

^Dates^ 

Morning: 22 July - 16 August 
m Afternoon and Evening: 22 July - 23 August 


1 Placement Testing and 

Registration ] 

18th July. 191b July, 20th July 


from 10 a.m. - 12 noon and 1 

.30 to 5.30 p.m 

Fees 


Morning 

JD 45.000 

Afternoon and evening 

JD 50.000 

Special 

JD 55.000 


the department's Economic Re¬ 
search Service is the first revision 
of statistics for Eastern Europe 
and the Soviet Union since 1983, 
said Nancy Cochrane, who coor¬ 
dinated the project. 

New tables have been added on 
farm structure for selected coun¬ 
tries, and these reflect some of 
the recent wave of reforms in the 
Soviet Union and Eastern 
Europe. 

No comparisons are made be¬ 
tween those countries and the 
United States, however, and 
many of the units are in the 
metric system. For example, hec¬ 
tares are used for land area, with 
one hectare e^ual to 2.47 acres. 
Production is in metric tonnes of 
2,205 pounds each. 

Besides tbe Soviet Union, 
seven Eastern European coun¬ 
tries are included: Bulgaria, 
Czechoslovakia, East Germany. 
Hungary, Poland, Romania and 
Yugoslavia. Albania was 
omitted. 

Official statistical sources of 
the countries were used as the 
primary source of information, 
along with some supplemental 
sources. However, Cochrane 
noted that “data on Albania were 
too scarce to include." 

Tbe 129-page booklet shows 
some of the many changes and 
differences that have occurred in 
agriculture in the Soviet Bloc 


since 1965. 

In the past, it was a common 
practice for all the countries ex¬ 
cept Yugoslavia to distinguish be¬ 
tween two types of socialised 
farms, state and collective, or 
cooperative. 

“This system has been chang¬ 
ing in many of tbe countries since 
the early 1970s," Cochrane said 
in the booklet's introduction. 
“Bulgaria has abolished the sys¬ 
tem altogether in favour of agro¬ 
industrial complexes.” 

She added: “Some of the dis¬ 
tinctions between state and coop¬ 
erative farms have been blun-ed 
in all the countries. Wages, for 
example, are increasinglsy linked 
to productivity, even on the state 
farms." 

In addition to the socialised 
agriculture, each country permits 
a certain amount of private farm¬ 
ing. Except for Yugoslavia and 
Poland, it involves mostly small 
plots, usually half a hectare (ab¬ 
out 1.25 acres), allotted to collec¬ 
tive farm members, state farm 
employees and certain other indi¬ 
viduals. 

The private plots make up 2.7 
per cent of the arable land in the 
Soviet Union, as much as 13 per 
cent in Bulgaria and Hungary, 
and 14 per cent in Romania. 

“Despite its small share of the 
arable land, the private sector in 
these countries can contribute as 


much as 25 per cent to 35 per cent 
of gross agricultural output,” 
Cochrane said. 

“Plotholders tend to specialise 
in labour-intensive lines of pro¬ 
duction such as livestock products 
and fruits and vegetables.” 

Agriculture in Yugoslavia and 
Poland is dominated by small, 
privately owned farms. In 1985, 
those accounted for 77 per cent of 
the arable land in Poland and 80 
per cent in Yugoslavia and their 
shares of gross farm output were 
78 per cent and 69 percent, re¬ 
spectively. 

Private farms in both countries 
are very’ small, averaging less 
than five hectares, or about 12 
acres, in Poland, and only 2.5 
hectares, or a little more than six 
acres, in Yugoslavia. 


Poor Seven 
want cash 
to monitor 
G-7 policies 

PARIS (R) — Organisers of the 
Poor People's .Summit have said 
they had asked France to put up 
cash to help them monitor the 
West’s economic policies. 

Representatives of seven of the. 
world's poorest nations said they 
wanted to set up a permanent 
centre to keep track of the poli¬ 
cies of the seven leading indust¬ 
rial democracies, the Internation¬ 
al Monetary Fund and the World 
Bank. 

The “summit of seven poor 
peoples" held rival summit talks 
in a seedy Paris meeting ball over 
the weekend as leaders of the 
United States. Japan, West Ger¬ 
many, France, Britain, Canada 
and Italy held their an mini econo¬ 
mic discussions in the glass pyra¬ 
mid of the Louvre Museum and 
the futuristic Arch De La De¬ 
fense. 

Organisers of the alternative 
summit of peasant leaders and 
community workers from Brazil, 
Bangladesh, Bnrkino Faso. Haiti, 
Mozambique, tbe Philippines and 
Zaire, told a news conference 
they had asked President Fran¬ 
cois Mitterrand's top adviser to 
consider French government 
funding for the project. 

“We’ll have to see about that,” 
they quoted him as replying. 

French presidential adviser 
Jacques Attali briefly received a 
delegation from the counter-sum¬ 
mit Saturday and promised he 
would hand the heads of state and 
government leaders a copy of 
their appeal. 

“We refuse to allow the seven 
(rich) the right for speak in the 
name of the entire world and to 
decide for the whole of human¬ 
ity,” the poor seven said. 


ECONOMIC NEWS 

Ministry registers 144 new companies 

^anover^piw 

amountinc to JD 3.6 million, an increase of about 1U pcfceiUover 
MMstry of Industry and Trade sources sad that the 
co££nL registered in rhe same imd 
i bq enmnnnies with an -iwt egate capital ot JD I.* million. He 

«* CTpjtal of the rye 

companies was in industry. 19.6 per cent in commerce. 1.9 percent 
in contracting and 3.4 per cent in services. _ 


Libya adtieres to OPEC quota : :/• 

NICOSIA fR) — Libya’s crude oil production w 
Quarter of 1989 averaged l.t million barrels wr dayjb/d), 
with its OPEC quota of 1.037 million h/d, the Middle 
EastEeSlomicSurvey (MEjES) reported. OPEC (the Organbatimi 
of Petroleum Exporting Countries) has 

1:093 million b/d for the second half of 1989- MEES said about half 
of Libya’s production was either used locally tw «n 
refineries in which Libya's Oil Investment Internanorwl Co. fwl* 

equity interests It said Libya'^m^c refining av^^lO.^ . 

Wtf in the second quarter of 19S9, whilst supplied 34U^»GKd of 
crude to refineries in Italy and 70.000 b/d to CoastaTs Hambuig 
plant. The Nicosia-based oil industry newsletter said Brega 
International Marketing Co., rhe marketing aim jrf Libyas 
National Oil Corp. (NOC), received around 320.000 b/d of crude 
for sale to third parties. A further 118,000 b/d of.oil was set aside 
for equity holdersand 157,000 b/d for countries which have barter 
■trade agreements with Libya. ' . ’ 

Steel plant to make soap 

MOSCOW (R) — A steel plant which failed to receive its rations of 
soap bas decided to make it, a Soviet newspaper bas reported. The 
plant in the industrial city of Magnitogorsk in the L^rals converted 
part of its capacity to make soap which is in short supply 
throughout the Soviet Union. In some provincial areas, soap is 
rationed at the rate of 100 grammes (3.5 ounces) — about the size 
of one standard bar — per person every three months. 

Egypt lowers oil export prices 

CAIRO (AP) — Egypt lowered its oil-export prices by 25 cents a 
barrel for all grades effective July 16, a senior oil ministry official 
said Monday. The new price for top-grade Gulf of Suez blend is 
$15.75 a barrel and $14.90 a barrel for Belayim, said Hammad 
Ayoub, bead of the ministry's foreign trade department. He said 
Ras Badran sells for $13.75 a barrel and Ras Ghareb for $13.45 a 
barrel. Ayoub did not indicate bow long the prices would remain in 
effect. This is the second reduction in oil-export prices in a month. 
.The first, on July 3, brought down prices by $1.75 a barrel for ail 
grades. • * 


Taiwan gold reserves hit new highs 


SECRETARY 

WANTED BY A GARMENT INT’L CO. 

— Prospective and promotional 

— Spoken and written English is a must 

— Typewriting necessary 

— Willing to learn, working experience and advantage 

Please phone 669575 


SAUDI COMPANY... 


Has new road construction equipment to 
lease for contractors operating in Jordan and/or 
Iraq. 

The equipment consists of: Scrapers, Shov- 
lers, Graders, Crushers, Asphalt Mixers, Asphalt 
Layers, Rollers... 

For more details, please write to: 

P.O. Box 691 — Dhahran Airport 31932 
Fax: (03-857-2904) — Tlx: (871-034 MAS SJ) 
Re: Equipments 1 Lease. 


TAIPEI (R) — Taiwan's gold 
reserves hit a new high after the 
government resumed imports of 
the metal, the central bank said 
Monday. 

Gold reserves rose to 13.54 
million ounces at the end of May 
from 13.49 million in April and 
compared with 12.94 million in 
May 1988. the bank said. 

Taiwan was the world's biggest 
gold importer in 1988 although 
the central bank halted purchases 
in July that year after Washington 
said its imports were intended to 
reduce artificially the island’s 
huge trade surplus with the Un¬ 
ited States. 

A bank official declined to say 
where the latest imports came 


from but private bullion dealers 
suggested South Africa as the 
source. 

“We believe the central bank 
resumed gold purchases m May 
when gold prices were low,” said 
Frank Lin, vice-president of the 
China Trust Precious Metals Cor¬ 
poration. 

He said the government might 
continue to buy if gold prices 
retreated to May levels of .about 
$360 per ounce. The price is now 
about $371. 

A Japanese bullion dealer in 
Taipei said removal of the gold 
import tariff this week would 
stimulate private purchases, 
mainly by jewellery shops and 
trading companies. 


Taiwan's mainly private sector 
gold imports plunged to 94.87 
tonnes in the first half of 1989 
from 249.56 tonnes in tbe same 
period last year. 

Dealers said imports would rise 
later this year because of the 
tariff removal, which would also 
substantially reduce gold smug¬ 
gling. 


About 150 tonnes of gold were 
smuggled into Taiwan lust year 
Tbey said some speculative 
funds, previously invested in 
stocks and with illegal investment 
houses, were shifting to gold. 

“There is room for profits if 
people buy gold now because of 
tow prices,” a Hong Kong bullion 
dealer said. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Monday, July 17, 1989 


Central Bank official rates 

Swiss franc 

338.S 

342.2 




French franc 

86.3 

S7,2 


Boy 

Sdl 

Japanese yen (for 100) 

396.9 

400.9 


Dutch guilder 

259.8 

262.4 

U.S. doflar 

559.6 

565.6 

Swedish crown 

86.0 

86.8 

Pound Sterling 

899.5 

908.5 

Italian lira (for 100) 

40.4 

408 

Deutschmark 

293.1 

296.0 

Belgian franc (for 101 

139.6 

141.0 


CAR FOR SALE 


BMW 325i. Model 85. Blue metallic. Full power and full 
options. Without duty. 

Price: JD 8000 

Tel: 678384 


LUXURIOUS BRAND-NEW 
FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the.dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. 

One Sterling 1.6060/70 U.S. dollars - 

One U.S. dollar 1.1915/25 Canadian dollar 


First floor of 220 sq.m, in a two-floor building located In the best 
residential area, between the 5th & 4th Circles, 147- Zahran 
Street - Jabal Amman. 

Consisting of: Large salon, dining room; 2 double bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, laundry room with fuBy automatic W.M., 3 balconies, 
luHy equipped kitchen with refrigerator & deep-freezer. 
Central heating, telephone, colour T.V., video and stereo. 
Car-park available. 

_If interested pi esse call teL 671509 _ 


3.6060/70 

U.S. dollars - 

1.1915/25 

Canadian dollar 

1.9125/30 

Deutschemarks 

2.1570/80 

Dutch guildera 

1.6530/40 

Swiss francs 

40.02/05 

Belgian francs 

6.4900/50 

French francs 

1386/1387 

Italian lire 

141.65/75 

Japanese yen 

6.5200/50 

Swedish crowns 

7.0100/50 

Norwegian crowns 

7.4325/75 

Danish crowns 

370.80/371.20 

U.S. dollars 


:nmz 


Korean and oriental, canned foodstuffs just arrived and 
available now at our Korean Merchandise Center at Abdali 
Commercial Compound near Cinema Nijoum. 

For more information please contact Tel: (605332, 
667331) Amman. 


Jordanian accountant/administrator, 45, with own 
car, V. good English, seeks full or part time 
employment. 

Write to P.O. Box 950552 Amman 




Modem two-floor apartment, overlooking a small garden 
in a beautiful location. Consisting of three bedrooms, three 
bathrooms, a spacious salon, one study room, a fully 
furnished kitchen. 

Location: Mecca Street near Cerebral Palsy Foundation 
Centre. 

For information call Mazen tel: 823737, from 9:00 
a.m. until 1:00 p.m. 


SUPER DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

A ground-floor flat consisting of 3 bedrooms (one main), large 
salon with dining room, Irving room, 3 bathrooms, 2 verandas, 
parking area and garden. Modem kitchen with all electrical 
appliances. Central heating and telephone. .Quiet location in 
Dahiat Al-Rashid. opposite Al-Ra’i daily. 

Please call 668095. 



1 Telephone: 636147 636148 638194 624686 


FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 


Distinguished in design and location in Abdoun. 3 
bedrooms, wide salons, maid room with garden and 
garage. 

For appointment please call 650468, from 9:00-5:30 
for two days. 


Good furnished, one bedroom, sitting and dining room 
with central heating and good location in Jabai Al 
Weibdeh, beside Terra Sancta College. 

Tel: 639877 


One ounce of gold 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


By Reuters 

SYDNEY — The market dosed slightly higher in subdued trading 
after gains in overseas markets Friday. The All Ordinaries index 
dosed 5.2 points up at 1,563.3. 

TOKYO — Prices closed lower in the year's thinnest trade on 
prospects that the ruling party will fare badly in an upper bouse 
election Sunday. The Nikkei index eased 118.55 points to close at 
33.456.22. 

HONG KONG —- Share prices ended easier in thin trade as 
investors awaited U.S. May trade data to be issued Tuesday and a' 
Hong Kong government land sale later this week. The Hang Sene 
index fell 13.47 points to 2,502.64. 

SINGAPORE — Paces closed slightly lower on selective profit- 
taking in active trading. The Straits Tunes industrial index fell 
4.50 .to 1359.0. 

BOMBAY Share prices fell sharply in light trading for the new 
two-week account on sporadic speculative selling in a market that 
lacked support. Tata Steel fell 56.25 rupees to 1,362.5 and Nodi 
20 to 965. _ ’ 

FRANKFURT —The DAX index touched a 1989 intraday day of 
1,537.80 before prices edged lower on profit-taking and a lack of 
follow-through orders. The index closed at 1,522.99, down 7 47 
on Friday’s dose. 

JSP 0 ?"" ***** to fcgher w moderate 

trading but selected blue chips fell on continued profit-taking. 
The all-share Swiss performance index rose 2.4 to 1.123.4. 

PARIS—Prices dosed firmer after a quiet session, with no major 

CO K r ^!? CWS samuUa& The 50-share price indicator 

ended 0.54 per. cent up. ■ 

LONPON — Share prices were subdued in late trading near the 
day s lows, becalmed by lack of hard news over the actual and 
rumoured bidswfacb boosted the market last week. At 1505 
GMT tbe FTSE was-up 5.6 at 2,279.3. 

NEW YORK — Blue diips wre stuck at sfightly .lower levels to 
late morning traefang, pressured by profit-taking. The Dow was 
0011/110106 31 2 , 540 . •_ 
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(A^*) —’ Led by. top- 
ceded United States and defend- 
ng champion Czechoslo vakia , a 
e»rd 41 countries are slated'to 
ompete in the Federation Cup 
enrns tournament, the women’s 
ereion of the Davis Ciip, in 

< ?5 y ° **■“ October, oigamsexs 
aid Monday. 

The tourney will be hekHm the 
iard courts of Ariake Cotosseum 
Q Tokyo Oct. 1-8, they said. 
The. four-member U.S. team 
onsists of Martina Navratilova, 
anked second in the world, Chris 
lV ® r J* no - A Pem Shriver, no. 9, 
nd Zina Garrison, no. 5. they 


said.' 

■ Helena Sukova, no. d in the 
world, will lead the Chechoslova¬ 
kia team. ■ 

The rest of the world’s top 10 
temu 5 ' players also will 
JfP rese nt their respective teams, 
the organisers said... Steffi' Graf, 
no. 3.'m the wdrld, heads the 
Wwt German team, Gafariela 
Sabatim, no, 3, leads Areentma, 
Manuela Maleeva, no. 7, beads 
Bulgaria, and Arantxa Sanchez- 
Vtcano, ho. 8, 'and Condrita 
Martinez, rip. 10, lead Spain, 
they said., - v ™ . 



Steeb rallies in Gstaad 


iSTAAD, Switzerland (R). — 
riri-Uwe Steeb gave a timely 
oost to. West Germany's pros¬ 
ects in tins week’s Davis Cup tie 
gainst the United States when he 
ame back from two sets down to 
otch bis first Grand Prix victory 
unday, 

Steeb, ranked 28th in the world 
nd seeded eighth in the Gstaad 
aumament, subdued unseeded 
wede Magnus Gustafsson .6-7 
-6, 6-2, 6-4, 6-2 in just under 
tiree hours in the final to collect 
he winner’s cheque for S55,000. 

Coming hard on the heels of 
loris Becker's Wimbledon 
riumph a week ago, Steeb’s win 
/ill shoot the Davis Cup holders' 
onfidence sky-high ahead of the 
Munich semifinal .which starts' 
; riday. 

Gustafsson, at 22 a year older 
ban his opponent, had seemed 
ertain to clinch his first Grand 
*rix victory after taking the first 


set on an 8-6 tiebreak in less titan 
an hour , and racing through the 
second in 25 minutes. 

- Steeb, dearly unsettled by a 
line call overrule from the umpire 
which allowed the. Swede to level 
die tiebreak at 66, promptly dou¬ 
ble-faulted to surrender the first 
set and, still upset, offered only 
token resistance in the second. 

But he shrugged off his dis¬ 
appointment and, with his boom¬ 
ing first service which had been 
sadly off target earlier how work¬ 
ing. perfectly, stormed back to 
take the next two and level the 
match. 

GustaSson, 65th in the world, 
foiled to recover his early 
momentum when he had press¬ 
ured tire West German relentless¬ 
ly with., searing forehand and 
doablefisted backhand passes. 

-Two service breaks in the fifth 
and seventh games of the deader 
wrapped up the match. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN. 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

eiM Tribune Media SwtiCM. Inc. 


SPOT THE ERROR 


North-South vulnerable.: North 
deals. 

NORTH 

* AK84 
<7 64 

0 A Q S 

* Q J 93 

WEST EAST 

4 QJS3 4 MS 7 

<7 3 V J 10 9 8 - 

0 9 8 7 J 0 1642 . 

4> A K 6 4 * 82 -• - 

- SOUTH 

* 6 2 

7AXQTS2 
O I 10 
• » 7 5 


The bidding: 



North 

East 

Snath 

West 

1 * 

Pass 

1 V 

Pass 

1 * 

Pass 

3 <?- 

Pare 

3 NT 
Past 

Pare 

Pare 

.4 9 

Pare 


Opening lead: King of 4 - 
Here’s a chance for you to test 
your analytical skills. Study the bid¬ 
ding and play, then decide whether 
the result was par or whether'either 
declarer or one of the defenders 
slipped. 

A brief note on the bidding. A 
mere two hearts by South would 
have been regressive, so his jump to 
three beans was invitational. He 
would have been wiser to pass three 
no trump, even though a spade lead 
would defeat that contract because 


hearts are 4-1 and the rfamwwf fi. 
nesse fails. 

West led the king of chibs, and 
Baa signalled with the eight. West 

.dutifully continued with the ace of 
dote and another, ruffed by East. 
Declarer won the spfde return in 
dummy, drew trumps, crossed to 
tiie table with a high spade dis¬ 
carded a diamond on the queen of 
dubs. He churned the rest. 

The play seems-normal enough, 
yet there was an egregious error. • 
..Who is thcLguflty-partylJasL- His 
slip? Echoing in dubs’when the last 
thing he wanted was to raff a chib I 

Eafi had a natural trump trick, so 
there as no reason for him to.desire 
a dub ruff.. It was surely impossible 
for-West to have any winner outride 
the dub suit—Bast could already 
account for virtually every card in 
the deck! . 

What was possUy crucial was for 
East to get his partner to shift to m 
diamond through dummy’s 
so that he could ring up Ids king 
before declarer had a chance to get a 
diamond discard. Therefore, he 
should have played the discouraging 
deuce of dubs to the first trick 

The only logical shift for West 
was to a diamond. That would have 
permitted the defenders to get the 
four tricks they were doe—two 
dnbs, a trump mid a diamond. 


SPORTS IN 


EDBERG MAY NOT PLAY IN DAVIS CUP: Fonner 
Wimbledon champion Stefan Ed berg has sprained his right ankle 
during practice in Stockholm and may not be fit for the Davis Cup 
semifinal against Yugoslavia in Bastad this weekend, Sweden’s 
ream captain said Monday. “Stefan is zesting after the injury. I 
still don’t know whether ire’ll play or not. We’ll have to wait and 
see,** said non-playing captain Jonte Sjogren. He said if necessary 
Jan Gunnaisson would replace Edberg, the world's third-ranked 
player who lost his Wimbledon tide to West German Boris 
Becker eight days ago. Mats Wilander, Jonas Svensson and 
Anders Jarryd complete the Swedish squad, who are aiming to 
reach their seventh successive Davis Cup final. They have 
emerged victorious from three of them but were humbled 4-1 by 
West Germany last year. (R) ■ 

WADDLE TO SIGN FOR MARSEILLE TUESDAY: Eng¬ 
land international Chris Waddle will sign for Marseille Tuesday, 
Jean-Pierre Bernes, manager of the French League and cup 
winners said Sunday. Problems apparently arose over the English 
lan gnage translation of Waddle’s contract but these appear to 
have been overcome. Waddle’s transfer is reported to be worth 45 
maiion francs ($6.8 million), the highest ever paid by a French 
dftb for a British player. Bernes ended speculation that Dieg<* 
Maradona ought leave Napoli -for' Marseille. “It’s not worth 
speaking about it. The whole thing was just a story blown up by 
tire press,” he said. Marseille, with French national team captain 
Manuel Amoros signed from Monaco, are poised to add felliow 
ip»»mari ftnal Jean Tigana from Bordeaux. “Jean Tigana s transfer 
should be settled in our favour on Monday,” Bernes said. The 
way for Tigana’s tr ans fer was cleared when Bordeaux signed West 
German international striker Klaus Allots from Marseille. 

EGYPT AVENGE 15-YEAR-OLD DEFEAT: Egypt avenged a 
home defeat in the 1974 final of die African Nations Cup with a 
2-0 victory in Cairo over Zaire in Sunday's first,leg final qualifier 
for the same competition. Faced with a strong Zaire defence, 
Egypt’s efforts went unrewarded until the 54th minute when 
striker Hossam Hassan scored with a powerful shot from close 
range. Zaire launched several counter-attacks but tight defence 
but the home side thwarted them. Midfielder Ayman Shawlri 
dashed their hopes in the 67tfa minutes by scoring from a cross 
almost parallel to the goal line. The second leg is on July 30. (R) 

MAJOR DOPING PROBE AFTER EUROPEAN MEET¬ 
ING: A chance find by a local journalist in Oslo has prompted a 
major probe into possible doping at a European cup combined 
athletics meeting in Norway that brought together some of the 
world’s most versatile sportsmen and women. Sports journalist 
Rolf Nordberg found an ampoule co n t ainin g traces of a hat red 
substance under a bench at the weekend competition at Toensberg 
in southern Norway. He then alerted officials. ‘Tests showed that 
it contained a banned substance and we are now checking other 
empty ampoules and some syringes that we found in the garbage 
cans,” a top official at the Norwegian Sports Confederation said 
Monday. (R) 

POLES BEAT U.S. SOCCER TEAM: Krzysztof Warzycha 
and Miroslaw Bak each scored three goals Saturday as Polish 
league champion Rucfa Choizow to a 7-0 exhibition victory over 
the New Jersey Eagles of the American Soccer League. War¬ 
zycha, Poland's footballer of the year during the past season when 
he ledRuch to the national title, also assisted on three goals. The 
powerfol Poles dominated play from the opening kickoff, 
outshooting the defending ASL northern division champions 
33-11 in the match. New Jersey, which never generated a serious 
scoring threat, had its .best opportunity with just two minutes to . 
play when Feidie Dematthaeis missed, a shot to the left from close 
range. (AP) 

GERMANS APPOINT NEW SOCCER COACH: East Ger¬ 
many’s soccer federation (DFV) has dropped Manfred Zapf as 
national trainer after a season of appalling performances and just 
seven months into one of football's most thankless jobs. East 
German newspapers in Berlin reported Monday Dynamo Dres¬ 
den trainer Eduard Geyer was appointed to run the national side 
while also-keeping his job with Dresden, first division champions 
and consistent performer s in European competition. Zapf re¬ 
mains as DFV chief trainer but will play no part in coaching the 
national squad, who have squandered their chances of reaching 
the World Cup finals in Italy next year. “We all agreed it just 
could not go on tike that,” Geyer told the East Berlin daily 
Berliner Zeitung. By choosing Geyer, the DFV appears to be 
hoping he can emulate Soviet coach Valery Lobanovsky who also 
trains Dynamo Kiev and uses that team as a core for the Soviet 
squad. 


Wade: Hall I Jour de France races through the Alps 


'-T 77 T 


but not into Lemond looks at Pans 


NEWPORT, R.I. (R) — British , 
tennis star Virginia Wade, in- ! 
ducted into the international Ten¬ 
nis Hall of Fame Saturday, fore¬ 
casts a bright future for women's 
tennis — but not without some 
reservations. 

“I think this is the most opti¬ 
mistic year for women's tennis 
there’s been in a few years,” said 
Wade, who was inducted along 
with the late Australian Gerald 
Patterson. 

“The great thing is that there 
are a lot of players with personal¬ 
ity coining through. Look at 
Arantxa Sanchez — she's an 
absolute bundle of vitality and ! 
guts. And Monica Seles plays 
dynamic tennis and Jennifer Cap¬ 
riati is a terrific kid.’* 

Wade, a Wimbledon, U.S. and 
Australian Open tittist who cele¬ 
brated her 44th birthday this 
week, said it was nice to know her 
place in tennis history was 
guaranteed. 

“I no longer have to qualify 
myself,” she said. “Now, I'm just 
me — Virginia Wade, Hall of* 
Famer — and that says it all.” 

Wade is still involved in tennis 
as a commentator which provides 
another vantage point from which, 
to analyse the. game. 

While Wade is pleased with the 
prospects for women's tennis, she 
says certain aspects worry her. 

The Briton said she feared 
there was an over-emphasis on a 
total power game, ignoring the 
importance of variety. 

She also said the focus on 
physical fitness — inspired initial¬ 
ly by the success of Martina Nav¬ 
ratilova — had reached a “fana¬ 
tical” level that could prove 
counter-productive. 

Wade said the spectators at this 
year’s Wimbledon also caused 
concern. She found it upsetting 
that “fans would ignore hotly 
contested matches on the outer- 
courts just to get a glimpse of 
Boris (Becker) walking past.” 


ORCIERES-MERLETTE, France (R) — American Greg 
Lemond, back in the coveted Tour de France leader’s yellow 
jersey, spent Monday's rest day trying to work oat how to win 
the race without team support. 


Lemond, competing in his first 
tour since winning the race in 
1986, believes he has already 
shown he is the best rider but 
doubts whether he can achieve 
victory in Paris next Sunday with 
his weak ADR team. 

“Nobody's riding better than 
me from ao individual point of 
view.” he said. “If this was fair 
and square racing, I should win 
the Tour .de France. 

“But the tour will come down 
to a matter of teams. Don’t ex¬ 
pect me to control the whole 
race. I will have to take the 
chances when I can.” 

Lemond, who took back the 
yellow jersey he held for five days 
earlier in the race from French¬ 
man Laurent Fignon in Sunday's 
15th stage individual time trial, 
knows the next two days are 
crucial. 

Tuesday's 16th stage from Gap 
to Brian con features two passes 
which top 2,000 metres — the Col 
De Vars and the much-feared 


board. 

Riders exhausted by this 174- 
km haul through the Alps then 
take on the toughest stage of the 
tour the next day — 161.5 km of 
torment over the imposing Col 
Du Galibier, highest peak of the 
race at 2,640 metres, and the Col 
De La Croix De Fer before the 
terrifyingly steep ascent to 
L'Alpe D’Huez. 

Lemond. who holds a 40- 
second lead over Fignon and with 
last year’s winner Pedro Delgado 
lurking ominously in fourth place 
two minutes 48 seconds behind, 
will be moving into uncharted 
territory in these two stages. 

Back on surprisingly good form 
since nearly losing his life in a 
shooting accident two years ago 
and then suffering a series of 
injury problems, the American 
has little idea whether his body 
can stand the punishment in pros¬ 
pect. 

“I feel very good and I have 
some reserves left but it’s difficult 


to pace yourself every day and 
recuperate in time for the next 
stage," he said. 

Tactical battle ahead 

Lemond. who has i° go out on 
his own against the more power¬ 
ful super U team of Fignon and 
Delgado’s Reynolds outfit, could 
well lose the tactical battle in the 
Alps. 

He and the other leading riders 
are also worried bv the challenge 
of the Dutch PDM team, who 
have four riders in the top 10 
overall. 

Dutchmen Steven Rooks and 
Gert-Jan Theunisse. Mexican 
Raul Alcala and Sean Kelly of 
Ireland could play havoc with the 

field in the mountains if. as ex¬ 
pected. they constantly support 
each other and launch wave after 
wave of attacks. 

Rooks, who was second to De¬ 
lgado last year, moved up to sixth 
overall with his time trial win 
Sunday and has an outside chance 
of victory himself if his team 
succeeds in destroying the hopes 
of the favourites. 


Carlsson stretches lead 


ROTORUA (R) — Sweden’s 
Ingvar Carlsson looked set for 
only his second world cham¬ 
pionship rally victory in 15 years 
of trying when he extended his 
lead in the New Zealand race to 
almost four minutes Monday. 

Carlsson started the penulti¬ 
mate day three minutes 11 
seconds ahead of Mazda team¬ 
mate Rod Milieu, but after 11. 
special stages in a loop from the 
hot springs resort of Rotorua to 
Opotilri and back be had in¬ 
creased the margin by 40 seconds. 

Barring accidents, the 42-year- 
old Swede, lying joint fourth in 
the drivers* world championship 
after six rounds, should add the 
New Zealand rally to his Swedish 


win earlier this season. 

Millen, who learned his skills 
on the gravel roads of New Zea¬ 
land but has seldom competed in 
his native country since moving to 
the United States in 1979. was 
being hard-pressed by works driv¬ 
ers Malcolm Wilson of Britain 
and Sweden's Mats Jonsson. set¬ 
ting up a showdown for the minor 
platings on the final run back to 
Auckland Tuesday. 

Just 15 seconds separated the 
trio, who held a five-minute lead 
over the rest of the field after the 
day’s last special stage. 

Wilson in a Vauxhal! Astra 
finished more than 15 seconds 
faster than Jonsson’s Opel Kadett 
GS1 in that stage with Millen a 


further 31 seconds behind and 
Carlsson content to finish 51 
seconds slower than Wilson. 

Rotorua was a particularly wel¬ 
come sight for Bob Haldane, 
co-driver for fellow-New Zealan¬ 
der Neil AHport. 

The throttle cable of their Maz¬ 
da 323 jammed 12 km from the 
end of the final stage, so Haldane 
sat in the engine bay with the 
bonnet open and manually oper¬ 
ated the cable in bitterly cold 
conditions. 

The two managed to reach the 
rest halt within their allotted time 
and have replaced the cable for 
the final leg. which comprises 12 
special stages over 194 km. 


McLaren meets mixed fortunes 


SILVERSTONE, England (R) 
— Ron Dennis did not know 
whether to smOe or grimace 
Sunday night after seeing 
Frenchman Alain Prost drive 
his team’s McLaren to victory 
in the British Grand Prix. 

The McLaren managing 
director, having emerged 
tr iumphan t after a weekend of 
untypical, mechanical prob¬ 
lems, was as relieved by the 
departing Prost’s win as he was 
privately annoyed by world 
champion Ayrton Senna's 
fourth successive failure. 

The Brazilian, attempting to 
tarn too quickly at the sweep¬ 
ing becketts comer without the 
nse of third gear, lost control of 
his car and spun off and ont of. 
the race. 

“I couldn’t get the gear and 
that was it,” said Senna, com¬ 


plaining about the team’s new¬ 
ly-introduced transverse gear¬ 
box. ‘‘I could not take the 
corner in neutraL" 

Prost, whose third win in 
succession was a record 38th of 
his career and lifted him 20 
points clear in the cham¬ 
pionship, was able to eqjqy a 
relatively comfortable passage 
to victory. 

For Dennis, who had ordered 
his mechanics at the rfor irit and 
the McLaren factory to stay up 
until two a.m. Sunday to repair 
a faulty oO tank in the team's 
cars, Prost’s triumph was ting¬ 
ed with irony. 

The Frenchman will be leav¬ 
ing the team at the end of the 
season to be replaced by Au¬ 
strian Gerhard Berger who has 
failed to score a point this 
season for Ferrari. 


He wiD team up next year 
with Senna, who has not 
finished in his last four races, 
while Prost, if Nigel Mansell 
has his way, will join the Briton 
in a powerful Ferrari tine-up. 

“I would love to have Alain 
at Ferrari next year,” said 
Mansell, who finished second 
behind Prost Sunday. “He can 
come as my number two.” 

In more serious vein, Man¬ 
sell said: “There is only one 
man in the pit lane I feel I can 
still learn from about driving at 
this level and that man is here 
— Alain Prost.” 

Whether the Ferrari hierar¬ 
chy will take much notice of 
Mansell's views remains to be 
seen. 

Team manager Cesare Fiorio 
told Reuters Sunday that he 


had reduced his possible re¬ 
placements for Berger next 
year to a short list of three — 
and admitted I talian* started as 
favourites. 

Popular paddock gossfe sug¬ 
gests the hst includes Nicola 
Larini, Alex Caffi and Slefaso 
Modena, with Larini, who 
tested for Ferrari after Ber¬ 
ger’s accident at Imola, as 
favourite. 

Larini said after Sunday's 
race that be had spoken to the 
team and would love the chance 
lo drive for them. 

Dennis, however, remains 
beset by problems as he 
appears to have selected two 
drivers for next season who 
cannot finish races — while 
Prost and Mansell seem to have 
rediscovered their best form. 



“The bathroom scale is hanging from 
a noose in the backyard. Do you . 
want to talk about it?” 


rail 


Unscramble these tour Junbtos, 
one tetter to aacb square, to faim 
tour .ordinary wonts. 


mm ** 




WHAT THEY WERE ; - 
AWARPEP AT THE -- 
GRADUATION CERE¬ 
MONIES ATP1V1KI©- 
. : SCHOOL, • , 

L * ^ 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
torn the surprise answw, as sug¬ 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Trro 


(Answers tomorrow) 

I Jumbles: CAPON TWINE WIZARD MOSQUE. 
Yesterday's | ArwMr; 



THE Daily Crossword 


by Stony L. Robbins 


ACROSS 
1 Arizona city 
6 Wooer court* 

10 French cheese 
14 Frosted 
18 Canse's lend 

16 Jar covers 

17 Horae red DC 
SO Go one hotter 

21 God at lovs 

22 Spring Sunday 

4v IIIIILIluvW 

24 Rns or lively 
as WBd gums 
29 Miss 


Julkid 


31 Raw** remark 
34 Rabbit ears 
37 Dufay's discs 
41 DTs tttta 

43 Attendsnco 

44 “About ■ 

- Quarter —" 

46 Affbmatfw 
46 Had breach 
. 48 Puts In ptseo 
40 Dtstram 
62 Everyone 
66 Add on 

68 Phrase of 

. u ade re l sn dtnq 


aaaa idd 


3 Percolate 

« ■* - V-J rinHnai 

PBlfl nou w * 

6 Disdain 
B WWtem soldi 
7 AHows 
8 From - Z 
9 Ptt off 

10 Ecstasy 
Ti nts ot fuze' 
12 Boundary 
13 SALT 


39 *T#a for 

40 Makes fsattwr 
42 Scrattolm 

47 Leeeeulng 

48 Jury 


Saturday’s Puzzto Stint 
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nnnnnnnnnn nnnn 
nnnnnn nnn nnnn 
nnnnnnn nnn 
nnnnn nnn nnn 
nnnn nnn nnnnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnnnn nnn nnnn 
nnn nnn nnnnn 
nnn nnnnnnn 
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Peanuts 


OK Ah', i'll 


IT WA5 THAT GIRL 
AGAIN..5HE WANTS 
YOU TO MEET HER 
OVER AT THE MAIL 


DO YOU \ 
THINK I ' 
SHOULP?, 



I PON T KN0ULMAY8E IT 5 
A TRICK ..MAYBE YOU 5H0ULP 
TAKE YOUR P06 ALONG.. 




BY JOHNNY HART 


TtfepAGFicocatoi 
MAo I I I *5^ THAT ! 



CM ZcZATCrt OOP- ^ 
PLANS RaeTHAr SUPVttY'SSejgS 1 
WrtH THE 'tfWKEes. 
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Gandhi, Bhutto pledge 
regional stability 


ISLAMABAD (Agencies) — Indian Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi and his Pakistani counterpart Benazir 
Bhutto ended a 17-hour visit Monday with a pledge 
to forge “peace and security in the region.” 


The two leaders told reporters 
that the road to better relations 
between the two traditionaliv- 
hostile nations is fraught with 
obstacles. But “peace in the re¬ 
gion is a noble cause and worth 
pursuing.” said Bhutto. 

“Each country has an opposi¬ 
tion. but a government cannot be 
hostage to partisan considera¬ 
tions,” she said. “If one must be 
hostage, one should be hostage to 
history and the judgment of his¬ 
tory.'.' 

The joint pledge was the first 
rime since 1960 that direct bilater¬ 
al talks have been held between 
the leaders of the two regional 
powers. 

Twenty-nine years ago Gan¬ 
dhi's grandfather Jawaharlal 
Nehru met President Azub Khan. 
But since Pakistan was carved out of 
India in 1947 the nations have 
gone to war three times. 

No agreements were 
announced at the 25-minute news 
conference. The prime ministers 
said their talks ran the gambit 
from the threat of a regional 
nuclear arms race to the disputed 


Vatican, 
Poland 
establish 
full ties 

VATICAN Cm' f Agencies) — 
The Vatican said Monday it had 
established diplomatic relations 
with Poland — the first time the 
Holy See has forged such links 
with a communist country. 

A Vatican statement said that 
from Monday “The Holy See and 
Poland have reestablished di¬ 
plomatic relations at the level of 
an apostolic nunciature (embas¬ 
sy) on the part of the Holy See 
and ambassador level by Po¬ 
land.” 

Previous diplomatic Jinks were 
broken after the communist 
takeover in Poland in 1944. 

Negotiations had been going 
on for some time, and Polish- 
bora Pope John Paul II indicated 
recently an agreement was near. 
He disclosed a week ago he in¬ 
tended to send an envoy soon but 
did not say when. 

Monday's announcement said 
the decision was made in consid¬ 
eration of the “noble tradition” 
of links through the centuries 
between the Holy See and the 
Polish nation, which is overwhel¬ 
mingly Roman Catholic. 

The Holy See now has relations 
with 118 countries. 

During his visit to Poland in 
June 1987, the Pope said the lack 
of diplomatic ties with such a 
Catholic country was “something 
abnormal” and could be harmful 
to the country. 

There was no immediate 
announcement on the name of 
the Vatican envoy, but there has 
been speculation it could be 
Archbishop Gabriel Montalvo, a 
Colombian who is papal nuncio 


Siachen Glacier separating the 
nations. 

However, the two prime minis¬ 
ters briefly clashed over Islama¬ 
bad's controversial nuclear 
policy. 

Gandhi told a questioner that 
Pakistan's nuclear programme 
was one of India's main concerns. 

"Pakistan's programme is en¬ 
tirely under military control. It is 
not open like our programme... 
which can be discussed in parlia¬ 
ment.” he said. 

Bhutto sitting beside him, 
seemed surprised and quickly in¬ 
terjected: 

"I would like to take this 
opportunity to assure the Indian 
prime minister that our nuclear 
programme is not under military 
control. The government is seized 
of the matter.” 

India has repeatedly accused 
Pakistan of making nuclear 
weapons, a charge denied in Isla¬ 
mabad. India exploded a nuclear 
device in 1974 but says it has not 
gone on to make weapons. 

The two leaders also confirmed 
their difference of opinion over 




Pope John Paul II 

to Yugoslavia. 

Yugoslavia, which is non- 
aligned. is the only communist 
country in Eastern Europe with 
diplomatic ties with the Vatican. 
The Vatican also has full relations 
with communist Cuba. 

The last papal ambassador to 
Poland left Warsaw Sept. 5.1939, 
at the outbreak of World War II. 

After a series of high-level 
visits, the two sides agreed to 
establish permanent working con¬ 
tacts in 1974. 

Vatican officials said recently 
they expected the papal envoy 
could be named next month, rais¬ 
ing speculation the nuncio might 
take up his post around the 
anniversary date of Sept. 5. 

The Polish government has 
been eager to reestablish ties to 
boost its standing at home and 
abroad. 

In the past, some Palish 
bishops were reportedly reluctant 
to reestablish ties, fearful the 
Polish government would seek to 
go behind their backs and deal 
directly with Rome on church- 
state issues. 

A major hurdle was cleared in 
May when the Polish parliament 
enacted three bills establishing 
the legal status of the Roman 
Catholic Church. 


China lambasts 
G-7 declaration 


PEKING (Agencies) — China 
angrily attacked the world's seven 
leading industrial nations Mon¬ 
day for what it called “gross 
interference” and rejected conde¬ 
mnation of its crushing of student 
demonstrations in Peking last 
month. 

Its first reaction was an edito¬ 
rial in People's Daily, the Com¬ 
munist Party newspaper, also 
broadcast on staste * radio and 
headlined "China's Internal 
Affairs Brook No Interference.” 

“These groundless charges, 
which only represent gross in¬ 
terference in China's internal 
affairs, are currently unaccept¬ 
able to the Chinese government 
and people,” it said. 

Leaders of the United Stares. 
Japan, West Germany, France, 
Britain. Italy and Canada meet¬ 
ing in Paris at the weekend con¬ 
demned China for the army's 
mass killing of civilians and urged 
it to stop suppressing people 
seeking democratic rights. 

They also called on the World 
Bank to postpone examining new 
loans to China, a step the World 
Bfank has already endorsed, but 
stopped short of imposing econo¬ 
mic sanctions. 

Military sales and ministerial 
visits to China have already been 
cancelled. 

- China’s official press has not 
reported the sections of the 
Group of Seven (G-7) declaration 
concerning China. Chinese can 
no longer look for information in 
foreign newspapers as sales were 
banned in Peking late last week. 

More than 200 civilians were 
killed by official count when the 


army attacked crowds protecting 
rhe protesters June 3. Western 
intelligence sources said up to 
3.000 may have died. Thousands 
have been arrested nationwide 
since and the official media have 
reported 12 executions directly 
linked to the protests. 

“The actions taken by the 
Chinese government have in no 
way offended the West or any 
other country.” the People's Dai¬ 
ly said. “The problem arises 
simply because certain countries, 
out of their own likes and dislikes 
and their sense of value, have in a 
broad scope directly damaged 
China’s interests and dignity with 
words and deeds.” 

The editorial said China has 
“global strategic importance and 
can provide an enormous market. 
The near-sighted practice of 
keeping China away from the 
world community may nor only 
undermine world peace and sta¬ 
bility. but hurt the interests of the 
Western countries as well.” 

For years China crafted its own 
foreign policy with a heavily 
ideological content, but in the 
past decade it has shifted to a 
more hard-nosed policy based on 
practical interests. It has shed its 
isolation of the 1960s and early 
1970s. And official exchanges in 
education, culture, science and 
sports have become routine. 

Most important, foreign invest¬ 
ment and technology are now key 
to its ambitious goal of doubling 
national income by the year 2000. 
But the editorial said foreign 
withdrawal of investment would 
only encourage a spirit of self- 
reliance. 


the Himalayan state of Kashmir, 
cause of two of the three wars 
between their countries since 
1947. 

Bhutto said: “We do not be¬ 
lieve in nuclear proliferation. 
...we believe in peace, global 
peace, regional peace." 

Last December, when Pakistan 
hosted a summit of South Asian 
nations. India and Pakistan 
signed an agreement not to 
attack one another's nuclear faci¬ 
lities. 

Although Pakistan has offered 
to open its nuclear facilities to 
international inspection, Bhutto 
has said her country will not act 
unilaterally. India has rejected 
the inspection proposal. 

Gandhi arrived in the Pakistani 
capital Sunday to colourful ban¬ 
ners and ceremonial 19-gun sa¬ 
lute. But hidden from the Indian 
prime minister were protesting 
residents of Kashmir — fearful 
that Pakistan and India might 
reach a settlement dividing their 
homeland. Eleven political par¬ 
ties operating in the disputed 
Kashmir region organised about 
300 people to protest Gandhi's 
arrival. 

“We are not against India and 
Pakistan's rapprochement, but 
we don't want their friendship at 
our cost,” said Eultan Mahmood 



Indian leader hits 
Colombo’s approach 


Rajiv Gandhi 

Chow dry, of the Azad Muslim 
Conference. 

The protesters said they 
wanted the fate of Kashmir re¬ 
solved through a plebiscite, in 
line with a 1949 U.N. resolution. 

But the two leaders said they* 
favoured a 1972 agreement call¬ 
ing for a solution through bilater¬ 
al talks. 

Asked about the possibility of a 
plebiscite to determine the future 
of the Muslim-majority state, a 
long-standing Pakistani demand, 
Gandhi said: “The question of a 
plebiscite in Kashmir, from our 
point of view is out." 

Bhutto commented simply: 
“We have differing positions on 
Kashmir.” 

Indian and Pakistani forces 
now face one another from out¬ 
posts on the inhospitable Siachen 


Benazir Bhutto 

glacier, which is part of the Kara¬ 
korum Mountain range at the 
northern edge of the Himalayas. 
Control over the disputed 6.000- 
metre glacier in northeastern 
Pakistan and northwestern India 
would give either nation control 
over the northern end of 
Kashmir. 

Gandhi, who arrived in Islama¬ 
bad after visiting Moscow, the 
major backer of the Communist 
government in war-torn Afgha¬ 
nistan, said he came without a 
message for Pakistan from Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev. 

On Sunday, Pakistani Presi¬ 
dent Gbulam Ishaq Khan asked 
Gandhi to take “positive confi¬ 
dence-building measures” to dis¬ 
pel Pakistan's impression that In¬ 
dia wanted to dominate the re- 


NEW DELHI (R) — Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi Monday 
bluntly attacked Sri Lanka as 
“sloppy” in its handling of a row 
over the withdrawal of Indian 
troops from the island. 

At a news conference on his 
return from visits to Paris, Mos¬ 
cow and Islamabad, Gandhi con¬ 
demned Sri Lanka’s attitude in 
the dispute about when 45,000 
Indian troops should leave the 
country. 

“The whole way that it has 
been handled by the Sri Lankan 
government, I think, is very slop¬ 
py. It is not the way relations 
between the two countries should 
be handled,” he said. 

Asked about Sri Lankan Fore¬ 
ign Minister Ranjan Wijeratne’s 
threat to expel Indian troops if 
they were not withdrawn by the 
end of the month. Gandhi said: 
“I hope good sense prevails.” 

Sri Lankan President 
Raoasinghe Premadasa. has told 
the Indian peace keeping force, 
sent to Sri Lanka two years ago to 
help end a Tamil separatist rebel¬ 
lion, to leave by the end of July. 

India has refused, saying prom¬ 
ises of Tamil autonomy made in a 
1987 accord signed by Gandhi 
and former Sri Lankan President 
Junius Jayewardene have not 
been fulfilled. Indian troops 
could not leave until autonomy 
was granted and Tamils felt safe. 


.New Delhi said. 

The Indians were scat to disarm 
Tamil rebels, but die formidable 
•Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
guerrillas refused to abide by die 
accord’s conditions. Nearly 1.000 

Indian soldiers have been kified. 

Gnn rfhi accused Sri Lanka of 
reneging on its promise of auton¬ 
omy for Tamils, most of whom 
live in the northern and eastern 
areas of the Indian Ocean island. 

“There seems to be a tendency 
On the part of the Sri Lankan 
government to backtrack on the 
contractual obligations to devolve 
power to the Sri Lankan Tamils. 

“This » a dangerous direction 
the Sri Lankan government is 
taking and a I hope they realise 
the gravity of this decision of 
theirs,” Gandhi said. 

Gandhi said India had signed 
the accord only because Sri Lank¬ 
an Tamils, 13 per cent of the 
country's 16 million people, were 
not willing to trust their govern¬ 
ment. 

“That is why we had to come 
in... we had to be guarantors.” he 
said. 

Gandhi denied charges that In¬ 
dia's rows with Sri Lanka and 
Nepal — the latter over renewing 
trade and transit accords for the 
landlocked Himalayan nation 
—signalled the emergence of a 
country using military power to 
dominate South Asia. 



Yazov says reactor fault but no fire on submarine 


MOSCOW (Agencies)—Soviet 
Defence Minister Dmitry Yazov 
said a reactor fault forced a 
Soviet submarine to surface in 
the Barents Sea Sunday but 
denied Norwegian reports that 
there had been a fire on board. 

The smoke billowing from 
the craft’s conning tower, 
which was spotted by a passing 
Norwegian ship, came from the 
submarine’s diesel engine, 
Yazov told the official news 
agency TASS Monday. 

The submarine, which 
Norwegian officials said was of 
the Alpha-class, began reeving 
back to base under its own 
power after the reactor and 
accumulator batteries had been 
checked, Yazov said. It arrived 
at 430 a.m. Moscow time (0030 
GMT). 

“There was no accident,’ 1 
Yazov said. “The Norwegians 
took as fire what was simply 
diesel exhaust.” 


“On Sunday at 11.25 Mos¬ 
cow time (0725 GMT), 50 
kilometres north of Kola Bay, 
the emergency defence of the 
main energy installation on a 
nuclear submarine went into 
action as it was carrying out 
combat training,” Yazov said. 

The craft then switched to Us 
accumulator batteries, but the 
effect of the full load caused a 
short circuit. 

“The submarine surfaced 
and the diesel engines were 
switched on which caused an 
exhaust,” be said. 

A Soviet ship, the Gromyk, 
was stationed nearby and har¬ 
ried to the scene, he said. 

It was the third incident in 
four months involving a Soviet 
submarine off the Norwegian 
coast. 

In April, a Mike-class nuc¬ 
lear submarine apparently used 
to test advanced weapons sys¬ 
tems caught fire and sank in the 


Norwegian Sea, killing 42 crew. 

Last month, an Echo-2 class 
nuclear-powered submarine 
suffered a fault in its reactor in 
the same area. 

Earlier, Monday, Norway 
voiced scepticism that the 
“apparent* 1 fire aboard the 
Soviet submarine was part of a 
naval exercise, and protested 
what it called the Soviet failure 
to warn Norway of a possible 
radiation threat. 

“We must note what the 
Soviets said, but stick by our 
original statement about in¬ 
dications of a possible fire,” 
Defence Ministry spokesman 
Erik Senstad said Monday. 

The ship was sighted by the 
Norwegian research vessel 
Mariatxa in the Barents sea 
about 120 kilometres east of the 
Norwegian town of Vardoe and 
north of the Kola peninsula. 

Alfa-class submarines are 
powered by two nuclear reac¬ 


tors cooled by liquid metal. 
They are capable of carrying 
nudeaMipped torpedoes and 
anti-submarine missiles as well 
as conventional warheads. 

The Norwegian institute for 
radiation bygene reported no 
traces of redhitioD in pretimui- 
ary tests of samples taken near 
the accident rite. 

Norwegian Foreign Minister 
Thorvald Stoltenberg sum¬ 
moned Soviet Ambassador Ale¬ 
xander V. Tcterin late Sunday 
and said “it is entirely unsatis¬ 
factory” that Norway had not 
been warned of the third such 
incident since April. 

Norway sees the submarine 
fires off its coast as possible 
radiation threats to public 
health, said Norris)ettea. 

The Soviet foreign ministry 
expressed s ur prise that Norway 
had not been informed of Sun¬ 
day’s exercise, the NRK radio 
reported Monday. 


Norwegian Defence Minister 
Johan Joergen Hebt told the 
Verde ns Gang newspaper he 
was worried about the opera¬ 
tions and crew training aboard 
Soviet submarines sailing off 
northern Norway. 

“It’s extremely worrisome to 
have three incidents Involving 
nuclear submarines so dose 
together... and I must empha¬ 
sise that this concerns three 
different types of submarines,” 
Hoist said. 

Stoltenberg said Norway has 
drafted a treaty that would re¬ 
quire the Soviet Union to in¬ 
form Norway of military acci¬ 
dents. The Soviets have similar 
agreements with the United 
State s, Britain, West Germany 
and France. 

Five Alpha dass submarines 
we thought to be assigned to 
the Soviet north fleet base, 
which safe near Norway on Its 
way to tiw North Atlantic 



HOW TO ‘MILK* A RATTLER: A staffer 
at the Bulan tan Institute in Sao Paolo ‘’milks* 1 a 
rattlesnake for the poison in glands behind Its 
fangs. Brief pressure on the glands is to 


spurt a few dear drops from the lethal looking 
Tangs into a small glass dish. The poison will be 
injected Into produce a snakebite antidote. 


SEOUL (AP) — In one of the mor 
st serious such cases in Sooth Ko¬ 
rean history, a national lawmaker 
was charged with espionage Mon¬ 
day for allegedly receiving 
S120,000 over a three-year period 
to work for communist North 
Korea. 

The Agency for National 
Security Planning said Suh 
Kyung-Won, 52, was turned over 
Monday to prosecutors, who 
have 30 days to bring an indict¬ 
ment needed for trial. If con¬ 
victed, he could face the death 
peaaity. 

An aide of Suh, Pang Yang- 
Hyun. who also was charged with 
espionage, is accused of being a 
middleman in Suh’s alleged trans¬ 
actions with the North. 

In a televised news conference, 
tiie intelligence agency said Sub 
received a total of $120,000 on 14 
occasions between April 1985, 
when be was allegedly recruited 
by North Korean agents, and 
December 1988. 

“A shocking and surprising 
case,” said Ahn Uog-Mo, deputy 
director of the security agency, 
who presided over the news con¬ 
ference. 

Sub, a farmer and dissident 
who became a member of the 
National Assembly for the largest 
opposition party, the Party for 
Peace and Democracy, turned 


himself in June 25 after reported¬ 
ly first telling party leaders that 
he had travelled secretly to the 
North. 

He was formally arrested June 
28 on charges of violating nation¬ 
al security laws for making an. 
unauthorised visit to the North in 
August 1988 to talk with North 
Korean leaders about unification 
of the peninsula. 

The South Korean government 
forbids citizens from making un¬ 
authorised trips to the North and 
maintains that dialogue on uni¬ 
fication must be conducted 
through official'channels. 

Intelligence sources said they 
were concerned that Sub and the 
North both had kept his trip 
secret for 10 months and that Suh 
had made other overseas trips. 

The investigation has been 
front-page news in South Korean 
newspapers and Suh's party has 
accused the government of 
harassment for its frequent ques¬ 
tioning of party lawmakers. 

The leader of the party, Kim 
Dae-Jung, turned down two re¬ 
quests to be interviewed by in¬ 
telligence agents, saying he had 
nothing to add to the investiga¬ 
tion that authorities could not 
learn elsewhere. He claimed the 
investigation was an attempt to 
make him appear pro-com¬ 
munist. 


Wrongly convicted man bears no malice 


By Robert Dvorchak 

The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Randall Dale 
Adams refuses to let bitterness 
spoil his enjoyment of freedom, 
even though he served 12V* 
years in prison and came within 
three days of being executed for 
a murder he didn't commit. 

“I hate what happened,” said 
Adams. 40, freed in March 
form a Texas prison after an 
appeals court set aside his con¬ 
viction. “But each day is like 
being granted another day to 
walk upon the earth and bring 
peace to my family. 

“If I did bold feelings of 
bitterness or revenge. I will ruin 
whatever future I do have. If 
you come within three days of 
being executed, you better 
know who you are and you 
better throw your animosities 
out the window." 

Adams was convicted in the 


1976 shooting death of a Dallas 
police officer. The case 
was documented in the film 
“The Thin Blue Line,” which 
questioned the testimony of 
prosecution witnesses including 
David Ray Harris, who is on 
death row in Texas for another 
killing. In the film, Harris vir¬ 
tually confessed to the 1976 
shooting. 

Adams bears no hatred to¬ 
wards Harris, saying, “I wish 
him no harm. But I wish him no 
luck in life.” 

After the movie was re¬ 
leased, a state appeals court 
overturned the conviction and 
Texas authorities dropped the 
murder charge instead of re¬ 
trying Adams, who moved to 
Columbus, Ohio. 

“The film proves beyond a 
shadow of a doubt I did not 
receive a fair trial,” he said. 
“It’s like watching a bad dream 
or the last chapter of The 


Twilight Zone’." 

In his 3V2 months of freedom, 
Adams has lectured and 
appeared on U.S. television 
shows like “60 Minutes.” He is 
planning a speaking tour on 
college campuses this fall while 
be mulls job offers. 

“This is a case and a story 
that must be held before the 
public. I want to live my life 
one day at a time and take the 
hurt out of my family's eyes as 
much as possible,” Adams said 
in New York Thursday. The 
same day, he addressed a Cin¬ 
cinnati seminar on the penalty. 

Despite his experience, 
Adams favours capital punish¬ 
ment, although he thinks lethal 
mjection is more humane than 
the electric chair he faced. 

Any future books or movies 
hinge on the outcome of a law¬ 
suit be filed in June against 
Errol Morris, the producer of 
the "The Thin Blue Line." 


While he was in prison and 
the movie was bang made, 
Adams accepted a nominal fee 
of $10 and would have received 
payments Morris said would 
have been “in the neighbour¬ 
hood of six figures” if a TV 
movie or book were forth¬ 
coming. 

Adams’ suit, which he called 
an injunction, asked the courts 
to declare that he owns his 
story. His attorney, Randy 
Schaeffer, said a settlement has 
been reached but the papers 
have not been signed. 

*Tm perfectly happy to dis¬ 
charge him from the agreement 
and give him tire rights back if 
that’s what he wishes,” Morris 
said from his Cambridge, Mas¬ 
sachusetts, home. 'To say that 
the rights to bis life story were 
purchased lock, stock an d bar¬ 
rel for $10 is not true. X didn't 
become involved in this movie 
to make money. I wanted to 


right a terrible injustice in the 
courts.” 

Morris said no one was paid 
to appear in the $1-million 
movie. He" has appeared- at a 
benefit for Adams in Ohio, and 
has donated the film for screen¬ 
ings. He says he still has 
$100,000 in debt from the film. 

‘They talk about it like it’s 
‘Batman’ or ‘Ghostbusters II.’ I 
think, it’s unfortunate this hap¬ 
pened,” Morris said of the law¬ 
suit. 

For his pan, Adams said he 
didn’t want to appear ungrate¬ 
ful for Morris' part in freeing 
him from prison. But he wanted 
a legal declaration so there 
would be no dispute about who 
owns the story rights. 

_ “It got' blown out of propor¬ 
tion. _._just let my family have 
the right to say yea or nay on 
any future project. Vm not 
suing Errol Morris. 



South Korean lawmaker 
charged with espionage 


Presl^y-lookaltkft 
gets go-ahepd 

JACKSON (AP)i- A rosy 
likeness of rock IN roll xwg 
Elvis Presley will appear on Mk- 
sissippt's entry in th* Tournament 
of Roses Parade oi New Yeats 
Day after all. Barry Ward, a 
Memphis. Tennessee, attorney 
representing PresteTs estate, said 
Thursday that aft «r!ier deeittoti 
against allowing usfc of the like¬ 
ness had been reve*cd. The Mis¬ 
sissippi parade entry is planned at 
a tribute to.the magnolia state's 
musicians. “The e*ate does not 
like* normally. :t<f have Elvis 
associated with any other artists.” 
Ward said. "The oflfer artists that 
are going ro be featured on the 
float are outstanding in their 
field, even though fc was a diffe¬ 
rent field from Elvfc’." With rise 
floral bust of Prjdey will be 
likenesses of blucsman B.B. 
King, opera diva Lfontyne Price 
and country sinker Ta mmy 
Wynette. Ward said tiie original 
decision was reconsidered be¬ 
cause of the Float’s importance to 
Mississippi and ft usissipptans. 
The $102,500 Roa was already 
under construction in Pasadena. 
California, where foe parade Is 
held. 

An act J 
for an elephant 

WILKES-BARRE] Pennsylvania 
(AP) — Alberto j Zoppe. who 
tours the country with his Zoppe 
Circus Europa, god his big break 
when his family traded him for an 
elephant. Zoppe, a sixth-genera¬ 
tion circus performer, was work¬ 
ing with his family circus in Italy 
in 1947 when Che tingling 
brothers Barnum and Bailey Cir¬ 
cus asked him to lake his bare- 
back home-riding art to the Un¬ 
ited States. His family was strug¬ 
gling after World War II and he 
did not want to leave them shor¬ 
thanded. so he agreed to leave on 
one condition — the American 
circus had to give his family an 
elephant. "I knew 1 they had 52 
elephants and we didn't have any, 
so I didn't want ko leave mv 
family without anything.” (he 67- 
year-old circus owner said as he 
prepared for .an opening here. 
Forty-two years tat£, Zoppe. 07, 
tours with his own family circus in 
the United States and Canada. 

Drawls baffle 
Texans 

i 

AUSTIN. Texas (A f*) ■— Texas is 
so big that language differences 
have developed in different parts 
of the lone star sate. Just like 
tourists from tile northern United 
States who cannot decipher a 
Texan accent, sometimes even 
fellow Texans are dnablc under¬ 
stand each other, during debate 
in the Texas senate^ a lawmaker 
from Western Texas happened to 
use the word "ostriches.” A col¬ 
league from the southern part of 
the state. Carlos Tnjan. appeared 
puzzled. "I rhoughtryou said oys¬ 
ters.” he interrupted. "You know 
how we talk out Wist,” said Bill 
Sims of San AngeA). 


n and Bailey Cir- 
o ike his barc- 
g : :t to the Un¬ 
fan tiy was strug- 
d War II and he 
Lea re them xhor- 
cretd to leave on 


Governor turns 
non-speakinjg star 

TALLAHASSEE, t^orida (AP] 
— Florida Governor Bob Mar 
tinez's acting abilities are up foi 
review in the latest James Bone 
movie. Licence tf Kill. “My 
name is Martineai Bob Mar¬ 
tinez," the governor said in hi* 
best Bond unitatiofi as he wel¬ 
comed 300 guests for the Talla¬ 
hassee premiere of the movie, 
which stars Timothy Dalton ai 
Bond. Martinez’s feon-speaking 
cameo as a customs agent in an 
airport scene drew ^jplausc from 
the audience. That scene and 
much of the rest of the film were 
shot in Key West. The governor 
got the spot as a result of a 1987 
trip to California So drum up 
movie business for-Florida. 






























